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Seed of the Church 
By Ruth Margaret Gibbs 


WORD could free them from a 
beggar’s lot, 
The wild beast or dungeon, flame, and 
rack— 
A phrase that meant henceforth they 
turned their back 
Upon the shame of “Christian” and its 
blot. 
They thought of home and freedom, nor 
forgot 
Their children’s arms outstretched 
beyond the black 
Of prison cell; they saw them in their 
lack... 
And demons whispered, “Say you know 
Him not!” 


But they remembered one beloved name 
Above all others, and the valiant 
tongue 
Could only speak of Him; the heart, 
aflame, 
Found words of triumph as they stood 
among 
The wondering captors—and their blood 
became 
That precious seed from which our 
church has sprung. 


¥ 


“If God Grew Weary .. .” 


“It is of the Lord’s mercies that we 
are not consumed” (Lam. 3:22). The 
recurrence of the seasons, the precise 
movements of heavenly spheres,” the 
delicate balance of nature, and a large 
measure of peace and prosperity—all in 
spite of the increase in frightful crime 


—are continual witnesses to God’s pa- 
tience. In an Easter message entitled 
“If God Grew Weary of Mankind,” and 
sent out by the Open Air Campaigners 
of Sydney, Australia, is this stirring 
challenge: “In a speech which will en- 
dure with many more of his great utter- 
ances, as long as the English language 
is read, Sir Winston Churchill warned 
mankind last year of human folly. ‘1T 
find it poignant,’ he said, ‘to look at 
youth in all s activity and ardour, and, 
most of all, to watch little children play- 
ing their merry games, and wonder what 
would lie before them if God wearied 
of mankind. Mankind,’ continued the 
greatest living Englishman, ‘is in a sit- 
uation both measureless and laden with 
doom.’ And so have God’s prophets and 
Christ’s preachers maintained from all 
time. ‘If God wearied ...?’ Eight feet 
of silt spread deep down in the stratified 
ruins of the towns of ancient Euphrates’ 
valley show that God once did turn His 
back in judgment on human sin. He has 
wearied of tribes which have spurned 
His grace and given themselves to evil 
and vice. Above Sodom rose ‘the smoke 
of a furnace,’ and over the incredibly 
vile land of Canaan flowed the cleansing 
tide of the Hebrew invasion. But Easter 


comes and the Cross and Empty Tomb, 
which lie at the heart of Easter’s mes- 
Sage, show that in truth and essence 
God has not yet wearied of all mankind. 
The ‘everlasting love,’ of which the 
tormented soul of Christ-like Jeremiah 
could still preach, when exile hung like 
a poison cloud over his people, was 
brought to earth in the Lord, and left 
for ever with His church to give and 
offer unreservedly to all who would ac- 
cept. ‘Which way can we turn to save 
our lives and the future of the world?’ 
Were God weary of the tumult and the 
mutiny of man there would be no way 
to turn, and only the mountains to cry 
to that they might cover us, and hide 
our guilty souls from the burning efful- 
gence on the Throne. But God is not 
weary, and the Christian Gospel bids 
distracted man turn only one way—to 
Him, to the Crucified, to the Hope that 
is in Christ. “Three years to live’ ran 
the headlines in a great London daily re- 
porting Sir Winston’s speech. And could 
that be? Whatever is to be, the Chris- 
tian Church might well remember Rich- 
ard Baxter’s motto: 


I preached as never sure to preach again 
The message of a dying man to dying 
men.” 


A Glorious Fact 


By Arthur Hedley 


“But now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the firstfruits of them 
that slept” (1 Cor. 15:20). 


T WAS a sad day for the disciples 
I when they saw their Lord suffering, 

dying upon a cross of wood and then 
buried within a tomb. It meant the 
burial of their faith, their hopes, for 
they had “trusted that it had been he 
which should have redeemed Israel” 
(Luke 24:21). The death and burial of 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“And all things, whatsoever ye 
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shall receive” (Matt. 21:22). 




















Christ made it impossible to entertain 
such a hope any longer. John the Bap- 
tist in a time’ of doubt had asked of 
Christ, “Art thou he that should come, 
or do we look for another?” (Matt. 11:3.) 
The death of Christ seemed to answer 
the question for these men, who were 
ignorant of the great redemption Christ 
was to accomplish, and who did not be- 
lieve in the possibility, of His resurrec- 
tion. They were disillusioned and must 
still look for another to redeem Israel. 
But we know how the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus suddenly transformed 
these sad, fearful, despairing disciples 
into men who.were full of joy, confi- 
dence, courage, 

The resurrection of Christ is a glori- 
ous fact, a fact that is established by 
Overwhelming evidence. Devoted but 
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despondent women came early on the 
first day of the week to “anoint” the 
body of their Lord, an act which shows 
they had no hope of any further living 
fellowship with Him. To their amaze- 
ment they found the stone rolled. away, 
and within the tomb there was no sign 
of their Lord’s body. While they were 
standing amazed, perplexed, full of fear, 
two angels appeared, saying, “Why seek 
ye the living among the dead? He is 
not here, but is risen” (Luke 24:5, 6), 
and they were reminded that this was 
in accordance with Christ’s own predic- 
tion while with them in the flesh. When 
the disciples heard the news it seemed 
so incredible that they refused to ac- 
cept the testimony of these women. ‘It 
stirred Peter and John into action, for 
they ran to the sepulcher to see for 
themselves what had really happened. 
They, too, found the open grave, the 
empty tomb (Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1- 
10). Luke, the evangelist, then tells us 
how the Lord Jesus revealed Himself 
to two disillusioned and despondent dis- 
ciples as they sat at meat with Him at 
Emmaus. With light, glad hearts they 
hastened back to Jerusalem to break 
the glad news to their fellow disciples, 
only to find that the Lord had appeared 
unto, Peter also (Luke 24:33, 34). The 
apostles now knew it was no “idle tales” 
the women had told them, it was a fact 
—the Lord Jesus was risen from the 
dead. Then came that thrilling and 
memorable experience when Christ mani- 
fested Himself to His disciples, transform- 
ing their sadness into gladness (John 
20:20). During the forty days interval 
between the resurrection and the ascen- 
sion of Christ, He appeared unto them 
on several occasions. Peter sums up 
their great experience in Acts 10:40, 41: 
“Him God raised up the third day, and 
Sshewed him openly . , . unto witnesses 
chosen before of God, even to us, who 
did eat and drink with him after he 
rose from the dead.” After they knew 
beyond all doubt that Christ was indeed 
risen from the dead, they were com- 
pletely transformed, and the last view 
Luke gives of them in his Gospel is 
when, after seeing their Lord ascend 
into Heaven, they are seen rejoicing and 
“were continually in the temple, prais- 
ing and blessing God” (Luke 24:52, 53). 
The fact of the resurrection of Christ 
is further substantiated in the birth and 
growth of the early church. He prom- 
ised His disciples that after His ascen- 
sion He would send unto them the Holy 
Spirit, who would “reprove the world 
of sin, and of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment” (John 16:8). On the day of Pen- 
tecost, Peter and John, empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, charged the multitude 
with being responsible for the murder 
of their own Messiah, and this was con- 
clusively proved in that God had raised 
Him from the dead, and that He had 
appeared unto His disciples. The evi- 
dence was so clear and overwhelming 
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that they were convicted by the Holy 
Spirit of their terrible crime, and thou- 
sands came forward confessing their 
sins and seeking forgiveness. In their 
baptism they acknowledged their faith 
in Jesus as their Messiah, the Lord. 
This meant a great accession to the 
church, and even “a great company of 
the priests were obedient to the faith” 
(Acts 6:7). The astounding conversion 
of Saul of Tarsus was the direct result 
of his meeting with the risen Christ. We 
know how he became the great apostle 
to the Gentiles, and through his ministry 
in the great provinces ‘within the Ro- 
man Empire, Jews and Gentiles were 
converted and many churches were 
founded, and these in turn witnessed 
to the truth of the Gospel with great 
power and blessing (see 1 Thess. 1:5-8). 


Today the small company of believers 
upon whom the Holy Spirit fell on that 
day has become a vast multitude. The 
resurrection of Christ is attested to by 
millions to whom He is a living and 
abiding reality. They aregver conscious 
of His presence, friendship, grace, and 
guidance. In all places and under all 
circumstances He has been their strength 
and stay. That great countless number 
whom He has redeemed by His precious 
blood and to whom He is “precious” (1 
Pet. 2:7) unitedly testify to the fact 
that the Lord Jesus is risen from the 
dead, for He is as real to them as life 
itself. 


It is impossible to account for the New 
Testament, from which millions of be- 
lievers in all lands draw inspiration and 
comfort, apart from the fact of Christ’s 
resurrection. It is a living book because 
it tells of a living and present Saviour. 
It is a record of men who speak of things 
they had both seen and heard (Acts 4: 
20; 1 John 1:1, 2). They had walked and 
talked with Christ, but far more than 
this, they write of One who was so real 
to them in daily experience. As we 
read the New Testament “deep calleth 
unto deep,” for what Christ was to its 
writers in a spiritual sense He is to true 
believers today. Because Christ is alive 
and is available to us today, seeing He 
is with us always, the New Testament 
speaks to us of our own rich spiritual 
experience of Him in daily life. 

The glorious fact of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion is a glorious indication of our own 
future. He said to His disciples, “Be- 
cause I live, ye shall live also” (John 
14:19). He bade His perplexed and sor- 
rowing disciples not to be troubled or 
afraid, for He was going before them to 
prepare a place for them, and one day 
He would come to receive them that 
they might be with Him for ever (John 
14:1-3). He was “raised . .. by the 
glory of the Father” (Rom, 6:4) to share 
once more His Father’s glory, and He 
prayed that ultimately His own might 
be with Him to witness His glory. 
“Father, I will that they also, whom 
thou hast given me, be with me where 
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I am; that they may behold my glory” 
(John 17:24). In the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus we have the guarantee of 
our own immortality, for the dead in 
Christ “shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed” (1 Cor. 15:52). 
In His resurrection and ascension into 
Heaven we have a “strong consolation,” 
for He is our “Forerunner” who has 
gone before us. He is already within 
the veil, He is in His Father’s Home, 
and all who trust Him as Saviour will 
reach the same goal, to dwell forever 
with the Lord. Let us hold firmly to 
“the hope set before us: which hope 
we have as an anchor of the soul, both 
sure and stedfast, and which entereth 
within the veil whither the Forerunner 
is for us entered, even Jesus, made an 
High Priest for ever” (Heb. 6:18-20). - 


Vd 


Notes on Open Letters 


John's Literary Style 
Please let me know if the Greek of 

John has “atrocious grammar.” Our 

associate minister stated this in prayer 

meeting recently. I want to be sure 
it is not true, before I talk to him. 

If the Holy Spirit wrote the Word, 

how could there be one error in gram- 

mar? My college professor at Van- 
derbilt undermined my faith in the 

Word then, so I am keenly aware of 

attacks, very subtle, on the Word.— 

A Tennessee reader, 

This question was submitted to Mer- 
rill C. Tenney, Ph.D., dean of the Grad- 
uate School, Wheaton College, and 
author of a book on the Gospel of John.1 
Dr. Tenney replied as follows: 

“It is true that the Gospel is not writ- 
ten in classical] style, and that its lan- 
guage is not the elevated literary prose 
that one finds in the Book of Hebrews. 
On the other hand, one could not justly 
call its grammar ‘atrocious.’ Its lan- 
guage is simple and its construction that 
which one would expect from a man 
who had probably spoken Aramaic most 
of his life, and was writing in Greek 
for the church at large. The inspiration 
of John is above question. No human 
being could have invented the Person 
of whom the Gospel speaks or have 
crammed such profundity into its ap- 
parent simplicity. 

“It is true that there are in some parts 
of the Bible expressions which are 
technically ungrammatical. Revelation 
has a few of them, but they must be 
explained as attempts to put into Greek 
the idiom of Hebrew. They do not mean 
that the writer was ignorant of good 
grammar; they simply show that the 
idiom of one language cannot literally 
be translated into the idiom of another. 
In ao way do these bring into question 
the truth of the message.” : 





1“John, the Gospel of Belief.” (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $4.) 
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The Crisis in the Middle East 


Who are the principals in the struggle 


over Israel? 


Will you please give us a write-up 
concerning the troubles in the Holy 
Land. Just what is the contention? Who 
are the principals in the fighting—that 
is, of what nationalities are the con- 
tenders, and what are they contending 
for? Are any other countries furnish- 
ing any fighting materials, and soldiers 
for the combat? I thank you.—A North 
Carolina reader, 


OPLE everywhere are deeply 
Pirterestea and concerned about the 
critical conditions existing between 
Israel and the Arab nations in the Mid- 
dle East. Who can tell what world-wide 
cataclysmic results may come to pass 
from the crisis in the Middle East! 

The first question the writer of the let- 
ter asks is, “What is the contention?” 

This question is an important one. 
The Arabs say: “We own Palestine. Our 
forefathers lived there for centuries and 
the land is ours. Now the Jews have 
come in and taken the land by force, 
and we must destroy the Jews and re- 
gain our land.” 

Of course, the Arabs do not know that 
nearly four thousand years ago God gave 
the land of Palestine to Abraham and 
to his descendants by an everlasting 
covenant. In Genesis 13:14, 15 we read: 
“And the Lord said unto Abram,... 
Lift up now thine eyes, and look from 
the place where thou art northward, and 
southward, and eastward, and westward: 
for all the land which thou seest, to thee 
will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.” 
In Psalm 105:8-11 we read: “He hath 
remembered his covenant for ever, the 
word which he comanded to a thousand 
generations. Which covenant he made 
with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac; 
and confirmed the same unto Jacob for 
a law, and to Israel for an everlasting 
covenant: saying, Unto thee will I give 
the land of Canaan, the lot of your in- 
heritance.” 


God's Promises and Warnings Fulfilled 
But sometimes it takes centuries to 
fulfill God’s prophetic promises. Jacob 
and his household of some seventy per- 
sons went down into Egypt. After four 
hundred years God brought Abraham’s 
descendants out of Egypt--a vast multi- 
tude of more than three million people. 
He led them into the land of Canaan 
and during their forty years’ journey 
through the wilderness He performed 
some of the most marvelous miracles in 
the history of the world. He fed the 
vast multitudes with manna from 
Heaven. He brought water out of the 
flinty rock. Their feet did not swell, 
and their shoes did not wax old. 
Under Joshua the Israelites conquered 


This article is the outcome of a 
letter from a Sunday School Times 
reader asking several questions about 
the troubles in Palestine. The 
Editor asked Mr. Davis, who has 
traveled widely in Bible lands and 
who has written several books on 
fulfilled prophecy, to answer these 
questions. Mr. Davis is director of 
the Million Testaments Campaigns, © 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2. He 
has issued a special “Prophecy Edi- 
tion” of the New Testament for dis- 
tribution among the Jews. 








the land of Palestine by divine power. 
The sun stood still. The moon stayed in 
her place while Israe] destroyed her 
enemies. 

By His prophets God warned the Chil- 
dren of Israel that if they forgot Him 
they would have trouble and sorrow and 
be disinherited for a time from the land 
He had given them. At last, through 
increasing idolatry they were driven 
from their land for seventy years, and 
Jerusalem was destroyed. But God had 
mercy upon His chosen people. By di- 
vine providence and guidance they re- 
turned from Babylon under Ezra and 
Nehemiah, and grew and multiplied un- 
til there were several million Jews in 
Palestine in the days of our Lord. 

But again they were driven from their 
land whén they refused to accept their 
long-promised Messiah. This time they 
were scattered from their land not for 
seventy years but for twenty-seven 
times seventy years—nearly two thou- 
sand years! 

But Gnd loves the Jews with an ever- 
lasting love. In our own generation one 
of the greatest miracles in the world’s 
history has come to pass in God’s bring- 
ing the Jews back to the land He prom- 
ised them long ago by an everlasting 
covenant. In the early nineteen-twen- 
ties the League of Nations gave Great 
Britain the mandate to establish a 
homeland for the Jews in Palestine. The 
years passed. The Jews returned in in- 
creasing numbers to the land of their 
forefathers ‘according as God had prom- 
ised again and again in His Word. 

In Ezekiel 36:24, 28 we read: “For I 
will take you from among the heathen, 
and gather you out of all countries, and 
will bring you into your own land. ... 
And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave 
to your fathers; and ye shall be my 
people, and I will be your God.” Now 
a-million and a half Jews are in that 
land. 


In 1948 the British surrendered the 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


Mandate and the Jewish State was estab- 
lished. Immediately some five ‘and more 
Arab nations attacked the new State of 
Israel from all sides. The Arab High 
Command ordered the Arabs in the Jew- 
ish area to leave, promising them that 
in a few short weeks the Jews. would 
be driven into the Mediterranean Sea 
and then the Arabs could return and 
have all the land. But God intervened 
in behalf of His people Israel. The lit- 
tle Jewish State, with few and mostly 
homemade weapons, defeated five Arab 
nations, Ever since that time these Arab 
nations have been vowing vengeance on 
Israel. And now with the help of mod- 
ern weapons of war from Russia’s satel- 
lites they plan to wipe out the Jews and 
to regain Palestine for the Arabs. 

The second question in the letter is: 
“Who are the principals in the fighting?” 
The answer is: Egypt, Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, and Lebanon. Iraq also 
is an enemy of Israel and was among 
those Arab nations that attacked Israel 
in 1948. These countries with their mil- 
lions of square miles and their millions 
of inhabitants are harassing Israel and 
wish to wipe her off the map so that her 
small territory may be returned to the 
Arabs. 


A Remarkable Transformation 


It is well known that when the Jews 
returned to their homeland a few years 
ago the land of Palestine was largely 
a waste and desolate wilderness. The 
swamp lands were full of malaria. The 
trees had largely disappeared. The 
Negev was a desert inhabited by wan- 
dering Bedouins. The Arabs had used 
up the good of the soil and had done 
nothing to improve ‘it. «The Arab land- 
owners had long been in power and the 
Arab peasants in Palestine eked out a 
meager existence indeed, 

Today, after a few short years, what 
a remarkable transformation has taken 
place through the untiring energy of 
the Jews! The swamp lands have been 
reclaimed; the sand dunes along the 
Mediterranean have been turned into 
beautiful orange groves; the cities have 
been modernized; millions of trees have 
been planted; and irrigation is making 
the long-desolate land to blossom like 
the rose. It is a modern miracle, but 
it is the hand of the Lord God of Hosts 
that is bringing this transformation to 
pass—precisely as predicted by the Old 
Testament prophets more than twenty- 
five hundred years ago. 

The Arabs profited by the Jews’ re- 
turn as the landowners sold large par. 
cels of land to the Jews at high prices 
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and work was provided for many Arabs 
in the orange groves. The Jews estab- 
lished schools and hospitals and clinics 
where the Arabs were allowed to re- 
ceive training and treatment. Many 
Arabs from surrounding countries came 
into Palestine after the Jews returned. 

The third question is: “What are they 
contending for?” Years ago before the 
Jews returned to their ancient home- 
land the country was scarcely worth 
contending for. It was largely desert 
and scarcely anybody would want it. 
Today, due to the Jews’ labors, the land 
is prospering and flourishing and natu- 
rally the Arabs want it with its modern 
cities, its growing agricultural wealth, 
its newly discovered oil, its railways, 
and other modern improvements, 

The fourth question is: “Are any 
other countries furnishing any fighting 
materials and soldiers for the combat?” 
Yes, Russia through her satellites is 
furnishing abundant arms to the Arabs to 
be used against Israel. Large shipments 
have been sent to Egypt from Czecho- 
slovakia. Further, Egyptian officers are 
being trained in Europe in the use of the 
arms that are being supplied to destroy 
the Jews. European officers are also 
being sent to Egypt to train their sol- 
diers in the use of the modern weapons 
of warfare. e 

It is interesting to recall that today’s 
hatred of the Jews by surrounding Arab 
nations is just a repetition of the desire 
of neighboring countries to destroy Is- 
rael-long centuries ago. In the Book of 
the Psalms, written nearly three thou- 
sand years ago, we read in Psalm 83: 
3-5: “They have taken crafty counsel 
against thy people, and consulted against 
thy hidden ones. They have said, Come, 
andes let us’ cut them off from being a 
nation; that the name of Israel may be 
no more in remembrance. For they 
have consulted together with one con- 
sent: they are confederate against thee.” 

The crisis in Israel today is far more 
important and far-reaching than appears 
on the surface. Nearly four thousand 
years ago God said to His friend Abra- 
ham, “I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse him that curseth thee” (Gen. 
12:3). 

That double promise of blessing and 
cursing God’s Chosen People, the Jews, 
has been fulfilled to the very letter all 
through the centuries. The Egyptians 
mightily oppressed the Jews, and Pha- 
raoh and his hosts were drowned in the 
Red Sea. Centuries later, in the reign 
of Ahasuerus of Persia, Haman sought 
to slay the Jews. He was hanged on 
a gallows seventy-five feet high. Hitler 
slew millions of Jews, and what terrible 
judgment fell upon Germany because of 
his cursing and destroying God’s Chosen 
People! 

What terrible judgments have fallen 
upon Great Britain because of her 
throwing in her lot with the Arabs and 
failing to bless the Jews! Earlier, Lord 
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Balfour and Lloyd George were men of 
God, and helped the League of Nations 
to give Britain the mandate over Pales- 
tine; and God prospered and blessed the 
British Empire. But during recent years 
the rulers of Britain evidently have not 
known or believed the Word of God and 
have thrown in their lot with the Arabs 
against the Jéws, and once more the 
promise of judgment on those who curse 
the Jews has fallen heavily upon Britain. 
During the past generation she has lost 
most all of her former great empire. 
Today our own beloved land is faced 
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with the problem of whether we shall 
bless or curse the Jews. Thus far we 
seem to have thrown in our lot with 
Great Britain in refusing to help Israel 
and permitting arms to go to Israel’s 
enemies. Our leaders have persistently 
refused to heed the urgent and repeated 
pleas of Israel to provide them with 
arms to meet the coming, concerted on- 
Slaught of their surrounding enemies. If 
our leaders persist in failing to help and 
failing to “bless” Israel, they may be 
bringing upon our nation great judg- 
(Continued on page 461) 


I. Notes on the Gospel of Luke 


By the late ERNEST GORDON 


The following notes are the first of a series of five or more articles 
giving exegetical and devotional comments on Luke’s Gospel by Mr. 


Gordon. 
somewhat similar to Mr. 
man’s Greek Testament.” 


They are original, have never before been published, and are 
Gordon’s well-known “Notes from a Lay- 
While the Editors may not agree with every 


interpretation in these “Notes,” they will be found to be thought pro- 
voking and heart warming. 


HE Medical Weekly of Munich, Ger- 

many, tells the following of a little 
coterie of German physicians who were 
discussing the question as to which one, 
in their profession, had served mankind 
best. They counted the long list from 
Hippocrates and Galen down to Virchow 
and others of our day. Then stood up 
a trusted colleague and said: 

“I award the palm to Luke, the Be- 
loved Physician. As the single evangel- 
ist relating the Parables of the Good 
Samaritan and the Prodigal Son, he has 
given us the most impressive teaching 
on love of neighbor. And with his 
Christmas narrative he has presented to 
millions of mankind an incomparable 
message of joy, which, fur two thou- 
sand years, has comforted and lifted up 
the hearts of men.” 

The company agreed without one dis- 
senting vote. 

Let us then examine various passages 
in this beautiful and wonderful book. 

Luke 1:15—He shall be great in the 
sight of the Lord. The word, enopion, 
“in the sight of,” is used of Gabriel in 
Luke 1:19, “I am Gabriel, that stand in 
the presence [enopion] of God.” John, 
the earthly messenger, had the character 
of the heavenly one, Gabriel. 

“And he [John] shall go before him 
{the Lord their God, i.e., the Lord Jesus 
Christ] . . . to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the disobe- 
dient to the wisdom of the just.” This 
is a paraphrase of the last verse of the 
Old Testament and links the New Testa- 
ment to it. Malachi had said “and the 
heart of the children to their fathers” 
(Mal. 4:6), ie., to the patriarchs Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob; the angel 
Gabriel’s words were, “the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just” (Luke 1:17). 
The Children of Israel] were in his eyes 
“the disobedient” as the Assyrians might 


have been called “the cruel.” “The wis- 
dom of the just” refers to Father Abra- 
ham, who “obeyed”; and “went out” 
(Heb. 11:8); whose belief in God “was 
counted unto him for righteousness” 
(Rom, 4:3). 

The closing words of Malachi, “Lest I 
come and smite the earth with a curse” 
(4:6), were fulfilled in the destruction 
of Jerusalem. But Gabriel, in Luke 1:17, 
continued, “To make ready a people 


_ prepared for the Lord,” alluding perhaps 


to the words of Isaiah 40:3, “Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord.” This future was 
what the Lord desired for Israel. But 
they would not! 





The Annunciation of Gabriel to Mary 
is cast in trinitarian form and the Mag- 
nificat of Mary corresponds to it. Thus: 

Luke 1:35 Luke 1:49, 530 
1, The Holy Ghost 1. And holy is his 


shall come upon thee. name. 
2. The power of the 2.He that is 
Highest shall over- mighty hath done 


to me great things, 
3. His mercy is on 
them that fear him 


shadow thee. 
3. That holy thing 
which shall be born 


of thee shall be from’ generation to 
called the Son of generation, 
God, 


“His mercy” is the Messiah, Christ 
acting on successive generations until 
His Second Coming. He is the “mercy” 
who was promised to our fathers, to 
Abraham and his seed forever (Luke 
1:54, 55); the “mercy” sworn to Father 
Abraham (Luke 1:72, 73); “the tender 
merey of our God; whereby the day- 
spring from on high hath visited us” 
(Luke 1:78). 

The Eighteen Eulogies and 
the Benedictus 

The Eighteen Eulogies,or Benedictions, 
the most ancient invocations of the Jews, 
were used by the whole multitude pray- 
ing without, at the time of incense (Luke 
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1:10), and Zacharias doubtless brooded 
over them in the months of his dumb- 
ness. They were prayers of expectation. 
The Benedictus, Zacharias’ Hymn of 
Praise, is a psalm of thanksgiving for 
fulfilled expectation. The hymn of ful- 
fillment uses and _ spiritualizes the 
themes of the earlier liturgy. Thus the 
Fifteenth Eulogy prayed for the coming 
of the Messiah: “Speedily make to 
shoot forth the Branch of David, Thy 
Servant, and exalt Thou His horn by 
Thy salvation, for in Thy, salvation we 
trust all the day long. Blessed art Thou 
Jehovah, Who causeth to spring forth 
the horn of salvation.” The hymn of 
Zacharias blessed the Lord for having 
raised up “an horn of salvation for us 
in the house of his servant David” 
(Luke 1:69). 

The Benedictions, which closed the 
Eulogies, had the folowing motifs. It 
will be seen that most of them are to 
be paralleled in the Benedictus of Zach- 
arias: 

1. God as the Shield of Israel: “That 
we should be saved from our enemies” 
(Luke 1:71). 

2, 3. He that raiseth the dead and causes 
salvation to spring forth: “To give light 
to them that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death” (v. 79). 

4. The Holy One who gratiously giveth 
knowledge: “To give knowledge of sal- 
vation unto his people” (v. 77). 

5, 6. Who taketh pleasure in repent- 
ance; who multiplieth forgiveness: “By 
the remission of their sins” (v, 77). 

7. Who redeemeth Israel: “For he hath 
visited and redeemed his people” (v. 68). 

10. Who gathereth the outcastes of His 
people: “That we being delivered out 
of the hand of our enemies might serve 
him without fear” (v. 74). 

11. Who loveth righteousness and judg- 
ment: “In holiness and righteousness 
before .him, all the days of our life” (v. 
75). 

14. Who causeth the Horn of Salvation 
to shoot forth: “And hath raised up an 
horn of salvation for us” (v. 69). 

15. Who heareth prayer: “To perform 
the mercy promised to our fathers” (vy. 
72). 

16. Who bringeth forth His Shekinah 
light to Zion: “He hath visited and re- 
deemed his people” (v. 68); “To give 
light to them that sit in darkness” (v. 
79). 

17. God the gracious One, to whom 
praise igs due: “The tender mercy of 
our God” (v. 78). 

18. Who blesses His people Israel with 
peace: “That we should be saved... 
from the hand of all that hate us” (v. 71). 
“To guide our feet into the way of 
peace” (v. 79). 

After the death of Christ and the 
crash of the Jewish nation, an addi- 
tional prayer was added to the Eighteen 
Eulogies, or Benedictions, a prayer not of 
blessing, but of curse upon heretics, that 
is, upon Christians. But, in making this 
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addition, the Jewish leaders wished still 
to keep the original number of the Eulo- 
gies. So they merged Eulogy 15, which 
prayed for Messiah’s coming, into Eulogy 
14.. “Together with a curse upon Jew- 
ish converts to Christ, they pushed the 
Messianic Hope of Israel into the back- 


ground” (Edersheim). 





The Benedictus is a mosaic of Old Tes- 


tament prophecy: 

He hath visited and 
redeemed his peo- 
ple (Luke 1:68). 


And hath raised up 
an horn of salvation 
for us in the house 
of his servant David 
(v. 69). 


The oath which he 
sware to our father 
Abraham (v, 73). 


That we, . . might 
serve him without 
fear in holiness and 
righteousness before 
him (vs, 74, 75), 


For thou shalt go 
before the face of 
the Lord to prepare 
his ways (v. 76). 


To give knowledge 
of salvation unto his 
people by the remis- 
sion of their sins (v. 
77). 

Whereby the day- 
spring (Branch) 
from on high hath 
visited us (v. 78). 


To give light to 
them that sit in 
darkness and in the 
shadow of death (v, 
79). 


I have surely vis- 
ited you, and seen 
that which is done to 
you in Egypt (Exod, 
3:16), And the peo- 
ple believed: and 
when they heard that 
the Lord had visited 
the children of Israel 
then they bowed 
their heads and wor- 
shipped (Exod. 4:31). 

There will I make 
the horn of David to 
bud: .. . upon him- 
self shall his crown 
flourish (Psa, 132: 
17, 18). 

By myself have I 
sworn, , . , that in 
blessing I will bless 
thee, . . . and in thy 
seed shall all the 
nations of the earth 
be blessed (Gen, 22: 
16-18). 

I will give them 
one heart, and one 
way, that they may 
fear me for ever, for 
the good of them, 
and of their children 
after them (Jer, 32: 
39). 

The voice of him 
that crieth in the 
wilderness, Prepare 
ye the way of the 
Lord (Isa. 40:3, also 
Mal, 4:5). 

But Israel shall be 
saved in the Lord 
with an everlasting 
salvation (Isa. 45:17), 


Behold the man 
whose name is The 
BRANCH; and he 
shall grow up out of 
his place, and he 
shall build the tem- 
ple of the Lord 
(Zech, 6:12). 

The _ people that 
walked in darkness 
have seen a_ great 
light: they that dwell 
in the land of the 
shadow of death, 
upon them hath the 
light shined (Isa. 9: 
2). 


Luke 1:76.—And thou, child, shalt be 


called the prophet of the Highest: for 
thou shalt go before the face of the Lord 
to prepare his ways. Zacharias assigns 
to the coming Jesus two divine titles, 
“the Highest” and “the Lord.” It is an 
affirmation of Christ’s deity, His identity 
with the Jehovah of the Old Testament. 

*Elyown, Hebrew for “the Highest,” is 
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the name associated in the Old Testa- 
ment with the Gentile world as in Psalm 
87:5. Melchisedek was priest of the 
Most High God (Gen. 14:18, 19), and 
Balaam, the prophet who “knew the 
knowledge of the most High” (Num. 24: 
16). It suggests the earliest worship of 
God, before the call of Abram. Luke, 
as a Gentile, would note this as an in- 
dication of the universal character of 
Christ’s coming ministry. 

The mission of John the Baptist was, 
in the Benedictus, said to be “to give 
knowledge of salvation unto his people 
by the remission of their sins” (Luke 
1:77).. Of Christ it was said that His 
salvation was “prepared before the face 
of all people” (Luke 2:31), both Gen- 
tile and Jew. 

To prepare “his ways” (Luke 1:76), 
but in verse 79, Zacharias says, “To guide 
our feet into the way of peace.” The 
way of peace is but one of God’s two 
ways. “Broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, . . . narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life” (Matt. 7:13, 14). 
The Forerunner admonished preparation 
of the way of the Lord, the salvation of 
God. He also announced the coming ax 
to be laid at the root of the tree and 
the burning of the chaff. 

Luke 2:1, 3.—“All the world should be 
taxed ...all went to be taxed.” In the 
third of Luke, in the genealogy of Christ, 
“the unspeakable gift,” one notices the 
name of Mattathias, “the gift of God,” in 
variant form, five times, and Nathan, 
“the gift,” once. Is there not here an 
intimation of the coming gift, of God’s 
free grace? 

For the wages of sin and the taxes of 
this world are death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life. 

The incarnation of Christ took place 
in Hebron, the place of the grapes of 
Eshcol; the birth at Bethlehem, the 
“house of bread.” Jointly they fore- 
shadowed the coming of the Bread and 
the Wine for the life of the world. 

Jesus never spoke of Joseph as His 
father. This neglect would have been 
an unforgivable breach of the Fifth 
Commandment, “Honour thy father and 
thy mother” (Exod, 20:12), if Joseph had 
been His actual father. It would also 
have been contrary to the strong filial 
tradition among Jews. The royal] line 
was called “the sons of David” (2 Chron. 
23:3), and David was often “the son of 
Jesse” (1 Sam. 20:27). But Jesus paid 
no ‘tribute to Joseph, as far as is known. 
He did not recognize him as father. 

Luke 2:12.—And this shall be a sign 
unto you, The emphasis“is usually put 
on “sign”: it should be on “you,” you 
shepherds, who were considered as out- 
caste in Israel and not allowed to go into 
the inn, but only into the stable where 
their work called them. They were 
chosen the first to see the child, comfort- 
ably swaddled, but laid in a manger into 
which they may have put sheep fodder. 
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This was a sign that the humblest, even 
pariahs in the sight of men, were to 
participate in the great redemption. 

Luke 3:7.—John the Baptist did not 
flatter the multitude by calling them 
children cf God. He described them as 
a “generation of vipers.” 
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Luke 4:6—All this power ... is de- 
livered unto me; and to whomsoever I 
will I give it. The best commentary on 


“these words of the Tempter are the 


ruler names with which Luke 3 opens— 
Tiberius, Pilate, Herod, Annas, Caiaphas. 


(To be continued) 


Il. The Development of the Sunday School 


The beginning of Sunday school unions and co-operative enterprises 


HE London Sunday School Union was 

organized in 1803, and in 1824 the 
American Sunday School Union began 
its work, which it has continued uninter- 
ruptedly ever since. The work of both 
these organizations has been great in- 
deed. There were other “unions,” or co- 
operative enterprises, by means of which 
Sunday school workers might be drawn 
into closer fellowship and be of help one 
to the other. In New York, in 1816, 
there was organized the “Female Union 
Society for the Promotion of the Sab- 
bath Schools.” Later, in the same year, 
some devoted men formed “The New 
York Sunday School Union,” for the pro- 
motion of Sunday schools for boys and 
young men. The same year a Sunday 
school union or society was formed in 
Boston, and, the following year, the 
“Philadelphia Sunday and Adult School 
Union” was started. All were working 
toward the same end—the gathering to- 
gether of boys and girls into Sunday 
schools and teaching them the truths of 
religion. 

These separate unions prospered, and 
many schools were started as the result 
of their work. Then, in 1824, was con- 
summated a project that had been agi- 
tated for some time, and the American 
Sunday School Union was formed in 
Philadephia. The several other unions 
became auxiliaries to the big central or- 
ganization, and all worked together in 
harmony. Because so much of the foun- 
dation work was laid in the Philadel- 
phia Sunday and Adult School Union, it 
might well be said that the American 
Sunday School Union really began its 
work in 1817. 

Other auxiliaries were soon formed, 
each being responsible for the oversight 
and extension of the Sunday schools 
within its field. Missionaries sent out 
from the home office in Philadelphia at- 
tempted to bring helpful plans from one 
group to another, and to set forth a 
semblance of a unified program for work. 
All this was leading up to the formation 
of a great Sunday school organization. 

During a session of the Presbyterian 
General Assembly in Philadelphia in 
1832, friends of the Sunday school met 
in special conference. A resolution was 
adopted recommending that officers and 
teachers in Sunday schools throughout 
the nation convene to discuss their 
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duties and obligations. The result was 
the first National Sunday School Con- 
vention called for November, 1832, in 
New York City. This was before the 
present city:.of Chicago was founded. 

It has always been the policy of this 
organization, which is still functioning, 
to hold conventions at stated times, when 
progressive plans for furthering the 
work of the schools is projected. The 
first of these conventions, in 1832, had 
220 delegates present, representing four- 
teen states and four territories. This con- 
vention must have been extremely popu- 
lar and worth while, for a second was 
called a year later, to be held in Phila- 
delphia. However, this came too soon 
after the first and the attendance was 
small. It must have been lively in char- 
acter and there was considerable agita- 
tion over the subject of “private 
schools,” the forerunner -of our present- 
day Home Department. The private Sun- 
day school plan was that individual work- 
ers should instruct in their own homes 
“wild and wandering children” and, in 
a sense, prepare them for admission to 
a regular Sunday school. Evidently this 
plan was not practical, for it did not 
meet with approval of the delegates. 

Perhaps it was because the first two 
conventions were held too close together, 
or it may be for some other reason, that 
the third convention was not called un- 
til more then twenty-five years later. 
The movement had been steadily spread- 
ing across the nation, but a convention 
of its leaders was not deemed ‘necessary. 
Then the workers met once more in 
Philadelphia. The reason for calling this 
convention was a result of a great re- 
vival, which began in Ireland and 
crossed the Atlantic, spreading then 
across the continent. It was at this con- 
vention that the late Dr. H. Clay Trum- 
bull came into notice and was ap- 
pointed to serve as one of the secretaries, 

The next convention was held in New- 
ark, N. J., in 1869, and such men as the 
Rev. J. H. Vincent and B. F. Jacobs were 
recognized as leaders. From that time 
on, conventions were held regularly, 
each in turn promoting one or more for- 
ward steps in the work of the Sunday 
school. The name was changed from 
National to International Sunday School 
Association, and, in 1922, at the conven- 
tion held in*Kansas City, the name was 
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once more changed and made more in- 
clusive, and it became the International 
Sunday School Council of Religious Edu- 
cation. 

From 1870 to 1880, more important 
steps were taken in Sunday school work 
than in perhaps any other decade. It 
was during this period that the Uniform 
Lessons were introduced, Cradle Roll 
work was started, and organization more 
firmly established. While there had 
been some attempt at unification of les- 
son material and method of procedure in 
the conduct of a Sunday school, noth- 
ing definite was recognized. 

The first Sunday school textbook of 
record was published by Robert Raikes 
for his “Ragged Class.” This was about 
1783, and was called “Redinmadesy” 
(“Reading Made Easy”). It must be 
remembered that in the first Sunday 
schools reading was taught. There had 
been various forms of catechisms em- 
ployed in the Church of England and 
other religious orders, but none had been 
adopted as a standard or basic form of 
instruction, Later, adults were required 
to add Scriptural proof texts, which 
might be found in any part of the Bible. 

For some years Sunday school instruc. 
tion was characterized by much memo- 
rizing of Scripture, The child who could— 
and there were many of them—memo- 
rize several hundred verses a.week and 
repeat them on Sunday, was considered 
an Al pupil. After a time, this method 
was felt to be inadequate, and so specific 
passages for study were assigned a class, 
Sometimes the entire school would be 
given the same assignment for all classes. 
The American Sunday School Union, in 
1827, began the publication of its annual 
series “Union Question Books.” While 
some of these question books devoted 
an entire year to a single book of the 
Bible, or to the Life of Christ, the full 
series aimed to comprehend the entire 
Bible in portions. In that it was defi- 
nitely the forerunner of our present sys- 
tem of International lessons, 

Other “systems” appeared in.book or 
printed form. One was the “Judd Ques. 
tion Book,” by Orange Judd, publisher 
of the American Agriculturist, who sup- 
plemented each lesson with its “connect- 
ing history” and “analysis.” The actual 
preparation of the book was done by 
Dr. James Strong. The series was called 
“Lessons for Every Sunday in the Year.” 
About the same time, the Rev. Albert 
Judson published the “First Annual 
Course of Lessons.” Baptists will read- 
ily recognize the name of Judson and 
connect it with their publishing house 
in Philadelphia. 

One after another books and courses 
were published by many ministers of 
different denominations, and all were 
patterned pretty much along the same 
lines. A few magazines were devoting 
space to Sunday school material, but 
with it all there was no attempt at uni- 


(Continued on page 462) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12. JUNE 17. AMBASSADOR IN BONDS 
Acts 21:17 to 26:32; printed text, 26:2-8, 19-23 
Golden Text.—] am not ashamed: for | know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which | have 


committed unto him against t 


Tue KInc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 26:2 I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I 
shall answer for myself this day before thee touching all 
the things whereof I am accused of the Jews: 


3 Especially because I know thee to be expert in all cus- 
toms and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore 
I beseech thee to hear me patiently. 

4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the 
first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; 

5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would tes- 
tify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a 
Pharisee. 

6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the 
promise made of God unto our fathers: 

7 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving 
God day and night, hope to come. For which hope’s sake, 
king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews, 


at day.—2 Tim. 1:12 


8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, 
that God should raise the dead? 


19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto 
the heavenly vision: 

20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jeru- 
salem, and throughout all the coasts of Judzwa, and then to 
the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and 
do works meet for repentance. 

21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, 
and went about to kill me. 

22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto 
this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none 
other things than those which the prophets and Moses did 
say should come: 

23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the 
first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light 
unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


UR lesson deals with the Apostle 
O Paul’s contact with one of the 

Herods. This reminds us that 
several of this line of tetrarchs and kings 
came into direct contact with Christ 
and His church. None of them shows 
up well in his response. We think of 
Herod the Great, who had rulership in 
Judea at the time of our Saviour’s birth. 
On hearing of Him who was born King 
of the Jews, his rage and jealousy knew 
no bounds, and he sought to destroy the 
infant King by the slaughter of all the 
children two years old and under in 
Bethlehem (Matt. 2:16). 

On the death of this Herod, his son Arch- 
elaus succeeded to the tetrarchy of Judea, 
and it was on this account that Joseph 
did not settle in Bethlehem on his re- 
turn from Egypt, but took Mary and 
Jesus back to Nazareth in Galilee (Matt. 
2:22, 23). 

The next Herod with whom we have 
close contact is Antipas, the one who 
stole his brother Philip’s wife and was 
reproved for his evil deed by John the 
Baptist. Pressed by his illegal wife, he 
imprisoned John and later, caught in the 
trap of a hasty oath given to his step- 
daughter, he had the forerunner be- 
headed (Matt. 14:1-11), It was this same 
Herod to whom Jesus referred as “that 
fox” (or vixen, Luke 13:32), and in 
whose presence He refused to utter a 
word (Luke 23:9). 

Turning to Acts we meet Herod 
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Agrippa I, who inaugurated a program 
of persecution against the church, not 
that he had any special hatred of the 
church, but for political reasons. He 
suddenly pounced on James, the brother 
of John, and put him to death, and then 
followed this up with the imprisonment 
of Peter. His purpose to bring Peter to 
trial, however, was frustrated on the 
apostle’s deliverance at the hand of the 
angel. Agrippa went down to Caesarea, 
where he died of a foul disease inflicted 
on him as a judgment for his pride (Acts 
12:1-25). It is the son of this Agrippa 
with whom we are confronted in today’s 
lesson. 

Agrippa II had the pride, the cruelty, 
and the immoral propensities of the rest 
of the Herods. Because of his youth he 
did not receive his father’s throne but 
was given the small kingdom of Calchis, 
which was later exchanged for a larger 
domain. Bernice, who appears with him 
in our lesson, was his sister. She had 
been the wife of the King of Calchis, to 
whom the young Agrippa succeeded, and 
after her husband’s death seems to have 
lived with her brother in an incestuous 
relationship. Later Titus, the conqueror 
of Jerusalem, fell in love with her and 
took her with him to Rome, where she 
lived with him as his wife without any 
formal marriage. Paul, then, was stand- 
ing before two who sorely needed the 
message of the Gospel, but who were 
unprepared to receive it. 


Verse by Verse 
Acts 26:2—“I think myself happy, 


king Agrippa, because I shall answer 
,.. before thee ... whereof I am accused 


of the Jews.” This was Herod Agrippa 
II, son of the Herod whose’ persecutions 
and death are recorded in chapter 12. 
For the accusations see 24:5, 6. 


Verse 3.—“. . . expert in all customs 

. among the Jews...” Agrippa was 
theoretically a Jew, and was keeper of 
the high priest’s vestments for the Day 
of Atonement. 

Verse 4.—“My manner of life from my 
youth ... at Jerusalem, know all the 
Jews.” Paul is referring to the early 
years of his life in Jerusalem. He had, 
of course, come from Tarsus. As a pupil 
of Gamaliel he would be known by the 
Jewish leaders. 


Verse 5.—“. . . after the most straitest 
sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.” 
The Pharisees were first organized to 
preserve purity of doctrine and practice. 
More and more they had become stick- 
lers for the form, losing the spirit of 
thei# ‘original purpose. 


Verse 6.—“And now I stand ... for the 
hope of the promise made of God unto 
Our fathers.” Paul doubtless refers to 
the Messianic hope, which appears so 
much in the prophets. 


Verse 7.—‘Unto which ... our twelve 
tribes ... hope to come...” A hint of 
the fact that this was still a living hope 
among the Jews. Notice the reference 
to the twelve tribes. Paul apparently 
did not believe that ten of them were 
“lost.” 

Verse 8.—“Why should it be thought. . . 
incredible . . . that God should raise the 
dead?” The resurrection of Christ is 
the keystone of the arch of Christian 
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truth. As a Jew, Agrippa could scarcely 
deny to the God of Israel the power to 
raise the dead. 


Verses 9-18 seem to go off on a tan- 
gent. Having planted the seed of the 
resurrection in Agrippa’s mind, Paul 
now resumes the story of his own ex- 
perience—his conversion and call. 


Verse 19.—*. . . I was not disobedient 
unto the heavenly vision.” As a king, 
Agrippa could appreciate obedience, But 
this was the higher obedience rendered 
to the higher King. 


Verse 20.—‘But shewed ... at Jeru- 
salem ... to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent . . . and do works meet for 
repentance.” Obedience to the heavenly 
vision means witness, beginning where 
you are, and proceeding as God directs. 
Paul began in Damascus, where he was 
converted, and carried the witness 
wherever the providence of God led him. 
Notice the ethical content of Paul’s mes- 
sage. He was speaking to a man whose 
conduct called for repentance. 


Verse 21.—“For these causes the Jews 

. went about to kill me.” Paul here 
implicitly denies the charges of the 
Jews, while explicitly stating the real 
cause of their assault upon him. 


Verse 22.—“. . . I continue unto this 
day, witnessing both to small and great 
... those which the prophets and Moses 
did say should come.” The Romans were 
God’s instruments in Paul’s safekeeping 
(21:31, 32; 23: 23-33), but all this was the 
ordering of God. 

Verse 23—“That Christ should suffer 
... rise from the dead, and should shew 
light unto the people, and to the Gen- 
tiles.” Here is the gist of Paul’s message, 
salvation (light) to Jew and Gen- 
tile through the crucified and risen Sav- 
iour. This, he affirmed, was in complete 
accord with Moses and the prophets (v. 
22). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

We find Paul in today’s lesson in a 
very different situation from that in 
which we have been accustomed to find 
him. In our previous lessons he has 
been moving from city to city with all 
freedom, ministering the Word of life. 
He is now a prisoner. For the story of 
his arrest read chapter 21:27-40. Only 
quick action on the part of the Roman 
troops saved him from lynching. Rather 
than fall again into the hands of the 
Jews, Paul used his prerogative as a 
Roman citizen to appeal to Caesar, The 
Roman official, Festus, was, however, in 
a quandary. He was bound to grant 
Paul’s request, but did not know what 
grounds to state in his report to Caesar 
for sending this prisoner to Rome. The 
visit of Agrippa, who was well versed in 
Jewish lore, was a happy occurrence for 
Festus. He felt he could secure help in 
making such a report. This meeting, 
then, could hardly be called a trial in 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
11. June 10.—The Gospel Overcomes 
Paganism (Temperance). 
Acts 18:23 to 21:16; Ephesians 5:15-18 
Next Week’s Lesson 


13. June 24.—The Continuing Mission 
of the Church ............Acts 27 and 28 








an official sense. Nevertheless, it was a 
formal hearing. 

The Apostle Paul seems to have been 
sincerely glad to be able to present his 
cause before one who could understand, 
so he spoke with all freedom. 

His statement falls into three parts. 
First, he recalls his life as a Pharisee 
(vs. 2-12). Not only did this mean that 
he belonged to the strictest sect of the 
Jews, but it highlighted his insatiable op- 
position to the church and to the whole 
cause of Christ. From this he proceeds 
to the story of his conversion and com- 
mission (vs, 13-18). The story is told 
in such a way as to emphasize the super- 
natural elements, and to show that there 
was no room for unbelief in the face of 
such a definite revelation of the Lord 
Jesus. The commission was, of course, 
that ministry to the Gentiles which he 
had so faithfully carried on, but whose 
very mention had so angered the Jews. 

But the apostle would not close his 
statement without a declaration of his 
message. This was no defense, but a 
testimony. He must proclaim Christ to 
his royal audience. With remarkable 
courtesy, coupled with holy passion, he 
angles for the soul of Agrippa. But 
when he comes to the question, “Be- 
lievest thou the prophets?” (v, 27), 
Agrippa sees whereto Paul is leading, 
and makes haste ta escape what he con- 
siders a snare that is being set for him. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT Herod had John the Baptist 
beheaded? 

2. What Herod killed James with the 
sword? 

3. How was the Agrippa of our lesson 
related to the Herod of Acts 12? 

4. Who was Bernice? Whose wife had 
she been? With what Roman emperor 
did she live as unmarried wife? 

5. What was the occasion of Agrippa’s 
visit to Festus? 

6. Why did Festus want Agrippa to 
hear Paul? 

7. What right had Paul to appeal to 
the emperor? 

8. To what “hope” does Paul refer in 
his address before Agrippa? 

9. How did Festus interrupt Paul’s 
speech? 

10. How did Agrippa respond to Paul’s 
appeal? 

(Answers on page 461) 
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Rather contemptuously he says in effect, 
You think you can make a Christian 
of me with a little reasoning! and moves 
off the stage of Gospel story the same 
unbeliever as he appears at the begin- 
ning. But his blood was not on the 
apostle’s head. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1, Paul recalls his life as a Pharisee 
(Acts 26: 2-12) 

2. Paul rehearses his .conversion and 
commission (vs. 12-18) 

3. Paul declares his mission and message 
(vs. 19-23) 


Topics for Development 


Paul and His Judges, It is interesting 
to note the reactions of Felix, Festus, 
and Agrippa; before whom Paul stood 
to bear witness. Felix trembled, we are 
told. But a man may tremble and still 
be lost. James informs us that “the 
devils also believe, and tremble” (Jas. 
2:19), but that is no promise of their 
salvation. So it was with Felix. He 
“trembled, and answered, Go thy way” 
(24:25). It is true he added, “when I 
have a convenient season, I will call for 
thee.” And he did call for him again 
and again, but the trembling was over, 
and all he desired was to extract a bribe 
from Paul as the price of his freedom. 
When the Gospel makes a man tremble 
he had better not procrastinate. He is 
in danger of ending up as a reprobate. 

Festus was something of an ignoramus, 
and along with that was thoroughly rude. 
His best response to the testimony of 
Paul was to call him mad. He did this, 
too, in the very presence of his royal 
company. Actually, he did Paul a favor, 
for when he called him mad he made 
Paul a partaker of Christ’s revilings, for 
did not His enemies say of Him, “He 
hath a devil, and is mad”? (John 10:20.) 

As for Agrippa, his response was that 
of scorn and sarcasm. Our King James 
Version does not bring that out, but 
rather suggests that Agrippa was “al- 
most persuaded.” The American Stand- 
ard Version comes closer to the spirit 
of his statement, “With but little per- 
suasion thou wouldest fain make me a 
Christian” (v. 28). Put all tHe biting 
scorn you can into these words and you 
have what Agrippa said. So he chose 
against Christ. 

Do not follow these three, but give the 
answer of consent to the Lord Jesus. 
Then for you it will be life and not 
death; light and not darkness; freedom 
and not bondage. 


Practical Applications 

Be courteous, and say all the good you 
can about men, even unbelievers (Acts 
26:2, 3). 

Let your life be an open book, and 
false accusers will have little chance 
against you (v. 4). 

If you stand for the hope of the prom- 
ise of God, you will still be standing 
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when your accusers and judges are no 
more (v,. 6). 

Grant God, and the resurrection of 
the dead is no problem (v. 8). 

Don’t run after dreams, but pursue 
the heavenly vision unswervingly (v. 
19). 

Let your message clearly echo the Scrip- 
tures of truth, and you will have no 
cause to be ashamed (v. 22). 


Golden Text 

2 Tim. 1:12.—“I am not ashamed: for 
I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded ...” Notice the negative, 
“IT am not ashamed” (and compare Rom. 
1:16), and the three positives which give 
the reason for not being ashamed—“I 
know,” “I have believed,” “I am _ per- 
suaded.” These great positives, which 
deal so effectively with the negative, 
center in a Person—“whom.” The life 
that is focused on Christ is a life of 
certainty and a life that has no cause for 
shame. 


ELMuurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTeD HYMNS 
“Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious” 
“Tell Me the Old, Old Story” 
“Just As I Am, Without One Plea” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, from whom all 
our blessings flow, we thank Thee for 
our health, our homes and dear ones, our 
free country, our church, and for Thy 
dear Son, our Saviour. In various ways 
Thou hast given us the vision of 
heavenly things; help us to respond to 
Thy call to trust Christ and live for Thy 
Kingdom. Bless all who live for Thy 
service, and use every faithful teacher 
and preacher, missionary, evangelist, 
and personal worker striving to win the 
lost in this or other lands. Bless the 
efforts of good men to preserve peace 
and to promote justice and human wel- 
fare. Increase the spirit of loving con- 
cern for our neighbor’s good in ourselves 
and everywhere. Set us free from self- 
ishness. Give us lowly and humble 
hearts, and guide us in paths of helpful 
ministry to others. Lighten the burdens 
of the afflicted, bring sinners to repent 
and backsliders to return to Thee. For- 
give our sins, keep us walking in paths 
of righteousness, and make us channels 
of blessing to many, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—To King Agrippa, 
Paul was privileged to relate his con- 
version experience, and then he said, 
“Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient unto the heavenly vision.” 
The vision of the risen Lord converted 
Paul and changed the whole course of 
his life. While God used extraordinary 
means to give Paul the heavenly vision, 
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His usual way of giving men that vision 
is through His Word. As we are taught 
the Gospel the heavenly vision takes 
shape for us as we see the sinless Sav- 





Obedience Makes 

THE REVEALING VISION 
A CONVERTING 
iour and hear His call. The heavenly 
vision not only showed Saul the risen 
Lord, it also showed him how gravely 
wrong he had been. And when God 
shows us both our Savieur and ourselves 
in our sin and need, then the full 
heavenly vision is ours and the hour of 
decision has struck. It then is ours to 
choose whether to obey or disobey the 
call of the heavenly vision. To disobey 
is to continue under God’s displeasure, 
to miss eternal life, and to go on in sin- 
ful self-pleasing. But to obey the 
heavenly vision by turning to Christ puts 
us right with God, brings us eternal life, 
and leads us to obey the Lord gladly. 

Have you seen your Saviou® in His 
perfect example, His death for your sins, 
and in His risen life now calling you 
to Himself? Have you seen yourself in 
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His light and learned something of your 
sin and need? If so, the heavenly vision 
has come to you. It came to Agrippa 
through Paul’s words, but Agrippa did 
not obey its call. “Almost thou per- 
suadest me to be a Christian,” he said. 
Almost, but not quite; almost, but not 
saved; almost, but lost. Let your re- 
sponse be not “Almost,” but “Altogether, 
now and forever, O Christ, I turn to 
Thee.” 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Cosas 
By Tom M. Olson 


“My manner of life from my youth 

. .” (Acts 26:4).—The reviewing of 
each life—from youth up—before the 
“Judge of all” shall transpire in the 
future. Those who die unsaved shall 
render their report at the judgment of 
the great white throne (Rev. 20:11-15). 
Saved ones shall give account of them- 
selves to God, before the judgment seat 
of Christ (Rom. 14:10-12). 

In our lesson the Apostle Paul was 
Standing before an earthly king review- 
ing his life.. What an accounting he was 


His Highest EARTHLY CacuineG! 
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able to give! If all adults today were 
called upon to review the manner of 
their lives before earthly judges, would 
not many have to say that the manner 
of their lives from youth up had been 
the manner of selfish, self-seeking, self- 
centered persons? Others would have 
to admit that theirs were after the man- 
ner of drunkards, libertines, and covet- 
ous persons. Others would be able to 
say theirs were according to the man- 
ner of students, and the like. 


The apostle said: “... after the most 
straitest [or strictest] sect of our re- 
ligion I lived a Pharisee.” The Phari- 
Sees were the orthodox exponents and 
defenders of the letter of the Law, They 
were not deniers of the supernatural, as 
were the Sadducees (23:8). 


The Lord rebuked the leading Pharisees 
in His day for their glaring hypocrisy 
(Matt. 23); but Saul of Tarsus was sin- 
cere and “exceedingly zealous” of the 
traditions of his fathers (Gal. 1:14). He 
lived to learn that his religious zeal 
made him “a blasphemer, and a perse- 
cutor, and injurious” ;(1 Tim. 1:13). 

As it was then, so it is now, human 
religion is divine revelation’s worst en- 
emy. Saul’s exceeding religious zeal 
was the secret of his exceeding madness 
against the true believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ (Acts 26:11). He learned 
that he was the chief of sinners (1 Tim. 
1:15), and needed to be saved as much 
as a drunkard or murderer. 

“The bigot,” said O. W. Holmes, “is 
like the pupil of the eye, the more light 
you put upon it, the more it will con- 
tract.” Oh, that present-day religious 
persecutors would realize before it is 
too late the truth of what Hosea Ballou 
said: “A religion which requires per- 
secution to sustain it is of the Devil’s 
propagation.” 


“For which hope’s sake ,..I am ac- 
cused .. .” (Acts 26:7).—By the prophets 
God had promised Israel a Messiah— 
one who would suffer and rise again 
from the dead. The twelve tribes—look- 
ing upon Israel from God’s standpoint— 
hoped the promise would be fulfilled. 
Paul had testified that the promise was 
fulfilled in the coming, death, and res- 
urrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
fact of the resurrection of the One whom 
they had crucified was abhorrent to 
them. “Why,” asks this ambassador in 
bonds, “should it be thought a thing in- 
credible with you, that God should raise 
the dead?” A God who could create 
and sustain a universe could certainly 
raise a dead body! 

There ,was no logical reason for dis- 
believing the testimony of many wit- 
nesses that the Lord Jesus had been 
raised from the dead. Hence there was 
no logical reason for accusing Paul. 
Both Festus and Agrippa were aware of 
this. And Agrippa finally admitted that 
Paul might have been set at liberty, if 
he had not appealed to Caesar. 
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“The authorities could not now free 
themselves from the responsibility for the 
safe custody of the prisoner, and by 
releasing him, expose his life to the con- 
spiracy of the Jews; and thus the apostle 
at last gained that safe journey to the 
imperial city which had for many years 
been the great desire of his heart” 
(Bishop Ellicott). 

Two friends of mine were distributing 
Gospel tracts in a province of Canada. 
They were arrested. In due time they 
were in the presence of the police, the 
mayor, and a bishop. It was requested 
that one of the tracts be read aloud, The 
mayor asked the bishop if the substance 
of the tract was Scriptural. The bishop 
said it was. The mayor said in sub- 
stance, “I think the people attending our 
churches should be taught this truth.” 
The bishop assured him that they would 
be; and with that assurance, the case 
was dismissed! 

In all likelihood, if the tract workers 
had not been arrested, they never would 
have reached the police, the mayor, the 
bishop, &nd the churchgoers. “Surely 
the wrath of man shall praise thee,” said 
the psalmist, and “the remainder of 
wrath shall thou restrain” (76:10), 


“IT am not ashamed: for I know whom 
I have believed .. .” (2 Tim, 1:12).— 
No matter what suffering or persecution 
for Christ’s sake befalls a believer, he 
should not be ashamed. He knows whom 
he has believed, and is persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which is en- 
trusted to Him until that day when the 
Saviour and the saved ones meet face to 
face! 

The apostle had not-only entrusted 
his soul to the Saviour, but his life, his 
all. He could say, “For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil, 1:21). 


“That Christ should suffer, and... 
rise from the dead .. .” (Acts 26:23).— 
The apostle related the story of ‘his con- 
version and assured King Agrippa that 
he was not disobedient to the heavenly 
vision. He started right in witnessing 
in Damascus, and in due time in Jeru- 
salem, and all the coasts of Judea— 
then to the Gentiles. 

He preached repentance and a turning 
to God, and insisted on works consistent 
with that faith and repentance. He 
never inverted the divine order. He 
preached: the absolute necessity of the 
sufferings, that is, the death of Christ 
for our sins, and His resurrection for 
our justification. There must be true 
repentance toward God, and faith in the 


. Lord Jesus Christ before works could 


be performed that would be pleasing to 
God and that would be rewarded. 

Wawona, CALtir. 

ve 

Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, you admire loyalty and 

courage. You have a fine example 
of both those traits in Paul the apostle, 
who is the hero of our lesson today. 
Paul never flinched for an instant after 
he met the Lord Jesus Christ on the 
Syrian plain, before the gates of Da- 
mascus. On that day he surrendered 
his heart and life to Christ; and though 
it cost him years of hardship, and finally 
his very life, he was steadfast to the end. 
He. stood before the Sanhedrin when 
Ananias, the high priest, ordered the 
guards to “smite him on the mouth”; 
he stood before the governors, Felix and 
Festus, and before King Agrippa and the 
queen, boldly proclaiming his belief in 
Jesus as the Messiah who had risen from 
the dead. He spent two long years in 
prison at Caesarea before he was sent 
to Rome to be tried before Caesar, 
where he spent many more years as a 
prisoner—yet all the time he was true 
to his Master. As he told King Agrippa: 
“Whereupon, O King Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient unto the heavenly vision.” 
It’s wonderful, fellows, to find someone 
whom you can trust so completely that 
nothing can shake your loyalty to that 
one. Jesus is all of that. 

And God has planted in our nature 
the capacity for unsurrendering loyalty. 
I heard of a boy in the British Army in 
Flanders who was brought back of the 
lines for surgical treatment, and when 
the surgeon opened his shirt he found 
tattooed on the boy’s breast the words: 
“FOR MY KING.” And in the same 
war there was a French lad whose arm 
had to be amputated at the shoulder, 
having been shattered by a German 
shell. When he regained consciousness, 
the surgeon, moved with deep sympathy, 
said, “Oh, my poor boy, I am so sorry 
you lost your arm!” The boy’s eyes 
snapped as he answered, “Lost? No, 
don’t say that; I gave it to France!” 

And what is “the heavenly vision”? 
Why, fellows, it is this: When the Spirit 
of God, the Holy Spirit, reveals Jesus 
Christ to you as your Saviour; as the 
One who shed His life blood for you on 
Calvary; and you realize that by that 
He made it possible for you to be saved 
from eternal death; and there comes in 
your heart a longing and a purpose to 
be His loyal servant for the rest of your 
life; that is a “heavenly vision.” But it 
is a vision that will fade out, unless you 
constantly nourish # with the practice 
of His presence by regular Bible study 
and prayer. It won’t be easy. The Devil 
will see to it that you have hard sled- 
ding, for it is his business to make you 
disobedient to the heavenly vision. 

There will be times when your faith 
and your loyalty will be strengthened 
by giving your testimony for Christ. 
That is the way Paul kept strong. There 
is a saying that “silence is golden,” but 
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it can be just plain yellow. If you are 
not “disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision,” then you, like Paul, will be able 
one day to say: “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to 
me only, but to all them also that love 
His appearing” (2 Tim, 4:7, 8). 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Viyjan D. Gunderson 


IRST thing this morning, from the 

book, “The Wrong Road,” we'll have 
the story Joanie has for us, “Ann Leads 
the Way.” You girls are getting to be 
good storytellers! That is an ability you 
can use for the Lord all your life, be- 
ginning right now. When friends come 
to visit in your home, ask the children, 
if there are any, to listen to one of the 
stories you had to tell at Sunday school, 
and see if they like it. I used to tell 
Christian stories to children who spent 
Sundays with us, when I was no older 
than you. It was good practice for me, 
and how they did enjoy them! 

Now let us learn Ann’s prayer and its 
reference: “Wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow” (Psa. 51:7). Next 
Sunday I’m going to ask you all the 
questions on the “Sin” card, and I hope 
you will be able to give the correct 
answers and Scripture references with- 
out looking at the card. 

Last Sunday we left Paul at Bphesus, 
where God had worked so wonderfully 
through him. After the riot in that city, 
Paul sailed to Macedonia And Greece. 
What do you remember about Mace- 
donia? (Paul had a vision of a man call- 
ing him to come to Macedonia and help 
them.) Right. Paul answered that call, 
and so brought the Gospel to our Euro- 
pean ancestors, 

From Greece, Paul and his companions 
Sailed back to Asia Minor, landing at 
Troas. When Paul preached there till 
midnight, a young man in his audience 
fell out of a window on the third floor 
and was picked up dead. God enabled 
Paul to bring him back to life! Next 
morning Paul and his companions set 
out for Jerusalem as he was eager to be 
there on the day of Pentecost. When 
they reached Caesarea, they stayed with 
the Philip who years before had 
preached Jesus to the treasurer of Ethi- 
opia as he journeyed back to Africa in 
his chariot. While Paul stopped in Caes- 
area, a prophet named Agabus warned 
him that if he went to Jerusalem he 
would be imprisoned there. Some years 
before, this same Agabus had predicted 
a famine before it came, so when Paul’s 
friends heard this, they urged him not 
to go to Jerusalem. Read what Paul 
a ' to them, in Ac‘s 21:13. Now see, 





‘angry as ever. 
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in the next verse, how his friends took 
this answer. 

So courageous Paul went on to Jeru- 
salem. When he was in the Temple one 
day, some unbelieving Jews from Asia 
saw him and immediately made an up- 
roar. Read Acts 21:27-29. Everything 
these enemy Jews said about Paul was 
false, although it is said that they sup- 
posed he had taken Gentiles into the 
Temple because they had seen him on 
the street walking with a Gentile man. 
Paul had not spoken against the Jews, 
their Law, or the Temple, and he had 
not taken any Greek into the Temple. 
But even though their charges were 
false, these wicked men stirred up the 
many Jews in the city so much that they 
were ready to kill Paul without wait- 
ing for any investigation or trial by 
law. 

As they were beating Paul, the chief 
captain of the Roman guard came with 
his soldiers and took Paul away from the 
mob and carried him up the steps into 
the castle. Before they got to the top, 
Paul asked if he might speak to the 
angry Jews from the castle stairs, The 
chief captain gave him permission, so 
Paul stood there and addressed the Jews 
in their own Hebrew language. 

Perhaps you-think he took this oppor- 
tunity to assure them that every charge 
that had been made against him was 
false. But Paul did not do that. He 
used this opportunity to witness for 
Christ. He told them that he had been 
just like they were, until he met the 
Lord Jesus on the Damascus road. He 
told them all about his conversion. They 
listened until he told them that the Lord 
had sent him to the Gentiles. That en- 
raged them so that they started yelling 
again, and Paul was taken inside the 
castle. 

The next day the chief captain com- 
manded the Jewish Sanhedrin to come 
and make clear just what were their 
charges against Paul. After that Paul 
was allowed to say a few words to these 
men, Read what he said in Acts 23:6, 
This statement of Paul’s caused a divi- 
sion in the Sanhedrin as he knew it 
would. The Pharisees, who all believed 
in a future resurrection, thought that 
after all there might be no great harm 
in Paul; whereas the Sadducees, who did 
not believe in any resurrection, were as 
The argument between 
them grew so furious that the chief cap- 
tain took Paul back into the castle. 

Forty of the men who hated Paul 
banded together, agreeing neither to eat 
nor drink till they had killed him. Paul’s 
nephew, hearing of the plot, told the 
chief captain. So Paul was sent by 
night on horseback with a large guard 
of soldiers to Caesarea, to the Roman 
governor, Felix. Felix could not find 
any wrong in Paul, but kept him a 
prisoner there to please the Jews. Two 
years later Felix was replaced by Gov- 
ernor Festus, and again Paul’s enemies 
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came to Caesarea to accuse him. When 
Festus asked him if he was willing to 
go to Jerusalem to be judged, Paul re- 
plied that his case should be tried be- 
fore Caesar, as he was a Roman citizen. 
So Festus promised Paul that he should 
be sent to Rome. 

Some days later King Agrippa and his 
sister Bernice came to Caesarea to con- 
gratulate Festus on his new position. 
Agrippa was the son of the Herod who had 
killed the Apostle James and had tried 
to kill Peter. Festus told Agrippa about 
Paul, and the king said he would like 
to hear him speak. So the next day 
King Agrippa and Bernice, together with 
Governor Festus, had a pompous assem- 
bly and commanded Paul to come and 
tell his story before them. Now let us 
read part of what he said that day. First 
read Acts 26:2-8. After this, Paul told 
the story of his conversion. Now read 
verses 19-23. Before this impressive as- 
sembly of great and important people 
Paul was not afraid to speak of repent- 
ance and of the sufferings and resurrec- 
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tion of Christ. Festus interrupted Paul 
here by calling out that he had gone 
crazy as the result of too much study. 
You see, all this that Paul had been 
telling about was entirely new to pagan 
Festus, who knew only Roman and 
Greek mythology. But it was not so 
new to Agrippa, because he had been 
brought up among Jewish people and 
because “this thing was not done in a 
corner.” 

Paul standing there in chains was bet- 
ter off than these great rulers in their 
magnificent robes and jewels, for he had 
eternal life and a home in Heaven await- 
ing him, and they did not. Do you? 

FERNDALE, WASH, 

we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Silent—or Unashamed?—I am _ not 

ashamed: for I know whom I have be- 
lieved, and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day (2 Tim. 1:12, 
Golden Text). A Christian worker in 
a northern English seaport was speak- 
ing to a group of soldiers. He asked 
if they were ashamed of their uniform. 
The answer was an emphatic “No!” The 
same unanimous chorus issued forth 
when he asked if they were ashamed of 
king or country. Then he asked, “Are 
you ashamed of Jesus?” A dead silence 
followed, and then one lone voice said, 
“No, sir, for He is my Saviour.” It is 
hardly likely that he was the only one 
in the group who, in home surroundings, 
had made a profession of faith in Christ. 
Yet here, when in danger of being 
laughed at, they were silent. It is as a 
Chinese said after observing American 
Christianity, “It is an easy thing to be 
a Christian in America; it is the popular 
thing.”—From Bible Expositor and Illu- 
minator. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. Prize illustration. 


Personal and Unanswerable.—My man- 
ner of life from my youth, which was at 
the first among mine own nation at Jeru- 
salem, know all the Jews (Acts 26:4). 
I do not want to rest upon the proofs of 
the deity of Jesus Christ that other peo- 
ple give me—I want to know for myself. 
I have been thinking of that June night 
when I sat and a man said to me, “Jesus 
Christ on the cross paid your debt. Do 
you believe it?” and I said, “Yes, I be- 
lieve it.” And he said, “Are you a 
Christian?” and I said, “Yes, I am a 
Christian.” That afternoon I had pre- 
meditated suicide; that evening I was as 
skeptical as were my brother and my 
father. I was all that at eight o’clock; 
and at half-past eight I was what I am 
now, a believer in Jesus Christ as my 
Lord and my Saviour. At a later time I 
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Readers of the Sunday School 
Times are cordially invited to the 
Christian Fellowship vacation 
party, which travels to the Hawai- 
ian Islands between September 26 
and October 18. Leader will be 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive 
Vice-President of this magazine. 


“The life of the land is in right- 
eousness” is the motto inscribed 
on the Hawaiian Coat of Arms. 


No country has welcomed Chris- - 


tian missionaries with greater zeal 
and friendliness. There is a re- 
freshing kindliness, humility and 
honesty about the people of Ha- 
waii. Visitors are overwhelmed 
with smiles, flowers, and gestures 
of good will. Travel to Hawaii 
is an experience of happiness. 
You enjoy the tumultuous wel- 
come and are uplifted by the gaiety 
and wholesome spirit of Polyne- 
sian people. Here is an adventure 
in vacation enjoyment without 
parallel for you. 


Our Christian Fellowship party 
to Hawaii will travel on vista- 
dome trains cross country, will fly 
one way to Honolulu in a Strata- 
liner, and sail one way aboard the 
S.S. Lurline. In Hawaii, there 
will be twelve days of interesting 
events, with a social hostess in 
charge and special charter buses 
will provide the maximum of 
sight-seeing—more activities and 
sight-seeing than average travelers 
enjoy. The islands of Oahu, 
Hawaii, and Kauai are visited on 
the tour. 


A free illustrated folder, “Hawaii,” 
has been published. Send for your 
copy, please. Then, after studying 
it over, if you desire to join the 
Christian Fellowship Cruise to Ha- 
waii, you will be most welcome. 


Please address: 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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sat in a Pullman car and three or four 
gentlemen who were very wise were dis- 
cussing things, and had about every- 
thing settled. They had settled with the 
universe, and with God, the Bible, and 
the church. Then I ventured to Say, 
“Gentlemen, pardon me; you are ‘very 
wise, and have explained away very 
many things; but let me tell you a little 
story.” I told them my June night ex- 
perience, and I said, “Gentlemen, now 
explain me.” One man smiled a little, 
and cynically and quite evilly said, “That 
is a personal question.” And I said, 
“That is right—it is a personal question, 
and it is more than a personal question, 
it is an unanswerable question; and you 
cannot answer it. What happened to me, 
and who did it?”—From a sermon by 
Dr. W. B. Hinson. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Axtell, Kans, 


Both Are Miracles—Why should jt 
be thought a thing incredible with you, 
that God should raise the dead? (Acts 
26:8.) Materialists scoff at the idea of a 
literal, physical resurrection of the body. 
But is the miracle of the Resurrection 
any greater than the miracle of our liv- 
ing bodies? Our bodies are made of 
particles that have come from the four 
corners of the earth. At one meal we 
may eat rice from Japan, meat from 
the Western plains, bread from wheat 
raised almost anywhere, spices from 
Arabia, coffee from Java. From a vast 
variety of sources the particles are as- 
sembled for the building of our bodies. 
Why should we think it more difficult 
for God to raise our bodies from the 
dead than to build our bodies in the first 
place?—From Paul Holdcroft. Sent by 
Nena T, Dickerson, Chillicothe, II. 


A Higher Loyalty.—I was not disobe- 
dient unto the heavenly vision (Acts 26: 
19). Tetsuji Tsuchiyama was born in a 
devout Buddhist home. As a young man 
studying in Tokyo, he heard of the favor- 
able conditions in America and decided 
to emigrate there for the purpose of go- 
ing into business and becoming a rich 
man. With this in mind, he left Japan 
in 1905, having vowed to his parents that 
he would not see their faces again until 
he had accomplished some great task in 
America. His mother gave him a little 
bag of amulets, at the same time cau- 
tioning him not to become a Christian, 
for that would be an act of disloyalty to 
his parents, his ancestors, and the na- 
tional gods. He promised that he would 
never become a Christian. In America, 
while attending school, he suffered ill- 
ness, hardship, poverty, and loneliness. 
His heart was no longer satisfied with the 
pantheistic gods of Buddhism nor the 
moral teachings of Confucius. He began 
to study the Bible and found it sweet to 
his hungry soul. He wanted to become 
a Christian, but the vow which he had 
made to his mother stood in his way. 
While in prayer one night he read Mat- 
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And After 


ARMAGEDDON 


a 


.. What? 


Armageddon may be even now on the 
horizon. Read carefully Revelation 7 and 
you will recall the 144,000 of the twelve 
tribes of Israel who spring up to evan- 
gelize the remaining peoples of the 
world, each a mighty Paul in spirit. 
These are all Jewish; the Holy Spirit 
even puts down the names of the tribes: 
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Joseph, Benjamin, 
etc. 


These 144,000 will testify to the soon 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the 
soon establishment of that Kingdom 
which shall never be destroyed. They 
will even be martyred for their testimony. 
How we wish that we had the voice of a 
thousand trumpets to sound the tran- 
scendant importance to our churches of 
evangelizing Israel now! There is not 
a moment to lose! 


Give Israel the Gospel Torch 


It is to this task of Gospelizing the Jews that 
we are committed. We are traveling together 
—you to whom God also has given these visions 
and we of the American Board of Missions to 
the Jews as your servants, as the agency 
through which you can operate. Let us ad- 
vance together in discharging faithfully the 
duty put upon us by the inescapable challenge 
of obedience to His will. What a privilege 
is such a calling at a time like this! It is later 
than we think! And sooner than we think 
we shall hear the shout from the heavens 
above and shall be taken up away from the 
judgments that will then be poured out upon 
this earth with unrelenting fury because God's 
patience will have been fully exhausted. Are 
you with us? Your fellowship in this work 
of God’s urgency will qualify you for the 
blessed promise of Genesis 12:3. 
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God bless you in your stirring work of 
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may please send me your monthly magazine 
“The Chosen People.” 
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mother more than me is not worthy of 
me: and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me. And 
he that taketh not his cross, and fol- 
loweth after me, is not worthy of me. 
He that findeth his life shall lose it: and 
he that loseth his life for my sake shall 
find it.” The words were like a light 
on a dark road. He decided for Christ. 
His parents, seeing that Christianity had 
done something for him, did not oppose 
him. Later he was able to lead them 
to Christ. Dr. Tsuchiyama devoted much 
of his life’s labors to the Osaka Theo- 
logical Seminary. He found new life 
through the Bible—From Free Metho- 


dist. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, 
N. Y. 
A Girl Defines Repentance.—That 


they should repent and turn to God (Acts 
26:20). A Sunday school teacher told 
me of a girl in her class of fourteen- 
year-olds. This girl was saved only a 
few months, but she had -already made 
marked progress, and was very eager 
to learn more about God and His Word. 
Aware that the girl was unusual, and 
also that she came from a home where 
she had little encouragement, the teacher 
wanted to help her all she could. One 
Sunday the lesson was on repentance, 
and she said to the young girl, “Mar- 
garet, do you think you could explain 
to the class what repentance means?” 
Margaret shyly faced the class, and, In 
a clear voice, said: “I think it means 
this: Before I was saved, I pleased my- 
self, and wasn’t a bit sorry for my sins; 
in fact, I didn’t think I was a sinner at 
all, but when I accepted Christ I wanted 
to please Him above everybody, and was 
real sorry I ever grieved Him. I love to 
please Him now.”—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


I Dare Not Bow to Any Other.—Hav- 
ing therefore obtained help of God, I 
continue unto this day, witnessing ... 
(Acts 26:22). An influential Chinese 
who held high office in the educational 
life of China accepted Christ. He had 
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magnificent prospects before him—posi- 
tion, influence, opportunity, all were his. 
The study of the New Testament 
brought to him the conviction that Christ 
was the Saviour of men, and his Sav- 
iour. After a period of struggle, and of 
counting the cost, he determined upon 
his confession before men. His dearest 
friend pleaded with him _ earnestly, 
agonizingly. He pleaded in vain. Then 
he urged him to secret discipleship. “Bow 
to the tablet of Confucius; it is only an 
empty form, and you can believe what 
you like in your heart! It was a strug- 
gle, but he replied: “A few days ago 
One came to dwell within my heart; He 
has changed all life for me forever. I 
dare not bow to any other, lest He de- 
part."—From “The Regeneration of 
China,” by Nelson Bitton. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Infinite Worth.—That Christ should 
suffer, and that he should be the first 
that should rise from the dead, and 
should shew light unto the people, and 
to the Gentiles (Acts 26:23). When 
David Livingstone, the great missionary, 
tried to explain the philosophy of God’s 
plan of salvation to the Africans, they, 
hearing the story for the first time, 
asked him, “Teacher, how could one man 
die for the whole human race?” This is 
Livingstone’s explanation. He dipped 
his hand into his pocket and brought 
out two coins, one a common British 
copper penny, the other a little glitter- 
ing golden sovereign. He explained that 
in the country from which he came, the 
little golden coin which was not so large 
as the penny and did not weigh as much 
was actually worth 240 of the copper 
pennies. The difference in the value 
was a result of the inherent, intrinsic 
difference in the metal. So he explained 
that God’s holy, perfect, well-beloved 
Son was worth a whole world of guilty, 
lost, condemned sinners. Our hope for 
eternity is this—and this alone. My sins 
deserved eternal death, but Jesus took 
my place, as He did the places of all 
others who will receive Him, and “upon 
Another’s life, Another’s death, I stake 
my whole eternity.” His precious sac- 
rifice cancels all my debt!—From “Illus- 
trations for Preachers and Speakers,” by 
Keith L. Brooks. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 
















































For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Faithful to Christ (Acts 26:1, 13-17, 19-23) 


HREE long trips into far lands Paul 
had made for the Lord Jesus! But 
it looked as if he would never make an- 
other one, though he had hoped to go 
to Rome, the great capital city of the 
Roman Empire. For now he had been 
a prisoner over two years! 
Would you like to trace each trip on 
the map? As we do the third one, shall 
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we stop at Ephesus to tell some of the 
things that happened there? And at 
Troas, you surely remember about Euty- 
chus. Perhaps you remember that the 
Holy Spirit had kept telling Paul 
through different prophets that trouble 
was waiting for him in Jerusalem. And 
sure enough! Though the Christians wel- 
comed him, and praised God for what 
had been done among the foreigners, yet 
some Jews started a riot, right in the 
Temple. Can you tell about that, and 
who rescued Paul from them? Now 
Paul was a prisoner! Did he have any 
chances to tell about the Lord Jesus? 
Yes, indeed. The army officer who res- 
cued him let him speak to the mob who 
had tried to kill him, and he told how 
he had seen the Lord Jesus alive. There 
were more plots, and Paul was sent to 
Governor Felix at Caesarea (move fig- 
ure for Paul). The governor had him 
tell him and his wife about faith in 
Christ. Two years later there was a 
new governor, Festus, When Paul found 
he could not get justice from this gover- 
nor either, he appealed his trial to the 
emperor in Rome. Do you suppose he 
will get to Rome now? 

The governor had visitors, King 
Agrippa and Bernice. King Agrippa 
said he would like to hear Paul speak. 
So the next day what an audience Paul 
had! Governor Festus, King Agrippa 
and Bernice, army captains, and the im- 


_ portant men of the city—they were all 


there. Paul was brought in, probably 
chained to a soldier, and given permis- 
sion to speak. Wouldn’t it have been 
interesting to have listened to him that 
day? He was so enthusiastic the gover- 
nor thought he was crazy, but King 
Agrippa was almost persuaded to be a 
Christian. Let us listen to part of Paul’s 
talk. (Choose some of the best readers.) 
George may read his life before he be- 
came a Christian (Acts 26:9-11); Sally, 
when he met the Lord Jesus (vs. 12-16); 
Duane, what he had done since (vs, 
19-23). 

Yes, Paul told anyone and everyone 
he could about the Lord Jesus: Jews and 
Gentiles, kings and governors, soldiers 
and slaves; “witnessing both to small 
and great.” “I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth” (Rom. 1:16). “Every one that 
believeth.” “Almost,” said King Agrippa. 
Are some of you, in this. class, 
“almosts’? “Whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved” 
(Rom, 10:13). 

Later Paul, still a _ prisoner and expect- 
ing to be killed, told of Christ before 
the great and cruel Emperor Nero. He 
wrote to his friend and helper Timothy, 


“Be not ... ashamed of the testimony 
of our Lord” (2 Tim. 1:8, Memory 
Verse). “Testimony” like “witness” 


means telling what you know. Has there 
ever been any testimony of our Lord 
in your schoolroom? on your play- 
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SPAIN — the people 
are eager for the truth! 
Spain's 29 million people — 
shackled se long by false- 
hood and error — must have 
the Truth that can set them 
free! Our missionaries reach 
the people. Your prayer support can help. 


Dr. Zacarias P. Carles, General Director 


SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION 


Offices: 
1331 Plainfield Avenue; N. E. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A. 
3 Hillsboro Avenue, Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada 
Write for information to Dept. S 
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ground? No? Then I am afraid you 
cannot bear the title we give to Paul: 
“Faithful to Christ.” You might have 
a chance to change that this next week. 
(Wordless Books are a helpful tool in 
witnessing. 
Christian bookstores, or made from con- 
struction paper. One girl made a tiny 
one to wear as a novelty pin, and when 
anyone: commented on it, she made it a 
means of giving her testimony to what 
Christ had done for her. She also wrote 
about the Wordless Book for an English 
theme.) 

It was a wild trip to Rome! Read about 
it in Acts 27 and 28. You will see Paul 
still witnessing, still faithful. 

ORONO, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T IS not always easy to stand. No, 

indeed! Little Anne, for example, 
had been quite naughty. She had done 
something her mother had warned her 
not to do. And she knew that if Mother 
learned about it, she would be in for a 
not-soon-to-be-forgotten licking. And 
her mother learned about it! When Anne 
heard her mother coming after her, she 
ran into the bedroom and scrambled 
under the bed—all the way to the back 
corner where no one could reach her. 
There she shivered. There she shook, 
Do you think her mother tried to pull 
her out? She did not! She simply stood 
by the bed and demanded, “Anne, get 
out here at once. I want you to stand 
on your feet immediately.” And Anne 
knew that the quicker she did as Mother 
commanded, the better it would be. Al- 
though she moved slowly (much more 
slowly than when she had dashed to 
her hideout!), she did obey. And she 
stood before her mother, a scared little 
girl. It surely was not easy for Anne to 
stand, you may be sure. 

Once in the long ago, there was a 
great big, powerful man who found it 
hard to stand, I feel quite sure. Here 
is what had happened: 

The Apostle Paul was a missionary. 
He had gone from place to place and 
from country to country telling people 
about the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. He had preached in almost every 
place that he could to practically every- 
one that he saw. Oh, how faithful he 
was! Over and over again he explained 
that the Lord Jesus had been crucified, 
He had died, but that now He is alive. 
The first two facts were believed by his 
hearers. There were many, however, 
who could not, or would not, or did not 
believe that the Lord Jesus had risen 
from the dead. That they did not be- 
lieve did not keep Paul from preaching 
this great truth. And you can well im- 
agine that he was much hated for his 
teaching. As a matter of fact, some 
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hated him so much that they had him 
thrown into prison. 

Finally Paul was sent to King Agrippa. 
Imagine going into the palace, right into 
the presence of the king! To have an 
audience with a king is a special honor 
for anyone. But for a prisoner to be 
allowed to enter the king’s court, was 
something extraordinary! And Paul 
knew it. “I count myself fortunate, 
King Agrippa,”- Paul began, “that it is 
before you that I can defend myself 
. .-” (Acts 26:2, Williams’ Translation). 
And Paul explained that early in his life 
he had lived as a strict and good Jew 
should. “And now I stand and am 
judged,” he declared. Yes, Paul was 
standing. And it was not easy, surely. 

Paul then gave his wonderful testi- 
mony to the king. He told him (what 
you already know) how he had been 
saved. He explained that one day, be- 
fore he himself had believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Saviour sent from 
God, he had been busy (as he usually 
was) in persecuting the Christians. He 
had been convinced that anyone who 
worshiped the Lord Jesus should be 
severely treated. On that particular 
day (Paul explained to the king) as he 
was on his way to Damascus to punish 
the Christians that were there, “I saw 
a light from heaven, brighter than the 
sun, flash around me and my fellow- 
travelers. We all fell to the ground, and 
I heard a voice say to me in Hebrew, 
‘Saul! Saul! Why do you continue to 
persecute me?’ _.. . ‘Who are you sir,’ 
said I. ‘I am Jesus,’ the Lord said, 
‘whom you are persecuting. But get up 
and stand on your feet, for I have ap- 
peared to you for the very purpose of 
appointing you my servant and a wit- 
ness to me of the things which you have 
seen’” (Acts 26:14-16, Williams’ Trans- 
lation). 

How brave Paul was to give his tes- 
timony to the king! I am sure that as 
he stood there that day, he was reminded 
of how difficult it had been to #stand 
that other day when (after he was made 
blind by the great light from heaven) 
the Lord told him to stand. Stand he 
did, neverthelesss, 

Perhaps Paul was thinking about these 
experiences when he wrote his Letter to 
the church at Ephesus. It was in that 
Letter that he said to them (and to us), 
“Be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might. Put on the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil” (Eph, 
6:11). And “having done all, to stand” 
(v. 13). 

It was not always easy for Paul to 
stand. It is not always easy for us to 
stand. But when God commands us to 
do something, He helps us to do it. As 
Paul stood before the king and gave his 
testimony, as he stood the day it seemed 
so hard to stand, so we are to stand each 
day, letting folks everywhere know by 
what we say and by how we live, that 
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we are those who love the Lord Jesus 
with all our hearts. Even when the 
days are evil, stand! God will help you, 
you may be sure. 
LANCASTER, Pa. 
He 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 452) 

1. Herod Antipas. 

2. Herod Agrippa I, 

3. He was his son. 

4. The sister of Herod Agrippa II. She 
had been the wife of the King of Calchis 
whom Agrippa succeeded. 

5. Festus had just succeeded Felix as 
Roman procurator of the province of 
Judea, so Agrippa, his neighbor to the 
northeast, came to greet him. 

6. Festus was puzzled as to how to 
report Paul’s case to the emperor, and 
thought he could have help from 
Agrippa, who was reputed to be an ex- 
pert in Jewish affairs. 

7. He was a Roman citizen (Acts 22: 
25-28). 

8. The Messianic hope. 

9. By calling him mad (26:24). 

10. By a scornful refusal to be easily 
persuaded (v. 28, A.S.V.). 

ELMuuvrstT, ILL. 
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The Crisis in the Middle East 
(Continued from page 448) 


ments such as have fallen upon the other 
countries throughout the centuries that 
have failed to bless the Jews. God’s 
Word is still true today: “I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee” (Gen. 12:3). 

If it were not for the oil in the Arab 
lands around Israel we would doubtless 
have helped the Jews long ago, but Brit- 
ain and America want to continue to 
get oil from the rich oil fields of Saudi 
Arabia. The question arises, Is it bet- 
ter to trust in oil rather than in the sure 
promises of the Word of God? Our 
nation’s excuse in not providing arms 
for Israel] is that we do not want to pro- 
mote an arms race in the Middle East. 
But arms have been and are being pro- 
vided for the Arab nations and we have 
recently permitted Japan to supply arms 
for Syria, which will, of course, be used 
against Israel. It is my humble opin- 
ion that the best way to prevent war 
in the Middle East is to provide Israel 
with arms and make her so strong that 
her enemies will not dare to attack her. 
Our refusal to help Israel is only encour- 
aging her enemies to believe that our 
nation will stand off and allow them 
to attack Israel. 

The situation in Israel at the present 
time was admirably summed up by the 
Prime Minister, David Ben-Gurion, in 
an address to the Knesset, the Israeli 
Parliament, early this year. He said: 
“The situation in Israel is unique and I 
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know*ot no country in the world which, 
in nominally normal times, is subjected 
to such constant security dangers as the 
State of Israel. This uniqueness also 
makes it difficult for Israel’s friends in 
the world to understand our peculiar 
situation and the ways of self-defense 
imposed on us by the attacks of our 
neighbors. I do not know of any state 
in the world where the lives of its citi- 
zens, and especially in border settle- 
ments—and all of Israe] is a frontier— 
are exposed to such constant danger by 
saboteurs and murderers from across 
the frontier. I know that no British or 
Soviet or American ruler would tolerate 
planned and continuous murders of his 
citizens by gangs organized by a neigh- 
boring government for purposes of sa- 
botage, assassination, and frontier vio- 
lations. It is the duty and right of the 
State of Israel to defend the lives of 
its citizens, and it will do so with all 
the means at its disposal, as long as it 
is necessary.” 

In another interesting statement the 
Premier of Israel said: “We are a small 
and young state, and although we knew 
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how to defend ourselves when we were 
attacked in 1948 by the Arab states, we 
do not wish to base our relations on 
force, but upon faith in the vision of 
peace of Israel’s Prophets.” 


Finally, the question arises, What can 
each one of us do to help in the crisis 
in the Middle East and in the crisis in 
our own country through our failure 
to help Israel in this hour of her dire 
need? 


The answer is we can pray and pray 
and pray through—both individually and 
in prayer groups. It may not be neces- 
sary to have many thousands of prayer 
partners or prayer groups to have our 
prayers answered. God does not always 
look at numbers. He rejected the thirty- 
two thousand warriors in Gideon’s army 
and wrought marvelous victory through 
three hundred chosen men. So today, 
if thousands of Christians will pray ear- 
nestly for Israel and for our leaders and 
for our, country God will surely work 
miraculously both on behalf of Israel 
and of our own land. God grant that His 
Spirit may touch the hearts of those who 
read these lines so that marvelous and 
mighty results will come to pass from 
their individual and united intercession 
in this hour of crisis, 


Let us pray also that if war does come 
to the Middle East, God will work so 
wondrously on behalf of His Chosen 
People that His name will be magnified 
throughout all the earth according to 
Psalm 83:18: “That men may know that 
thou, whose. name alone is JEHOVAH, 
art the most high over all the earth.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Development of the Sunday School 
(Continued from page 450) 


formity. Someone said of the lesson ma- 
terial used at that time that each “did 
that which was right in his own eyes.” 

It was not until 1872, at Indianapolis, 
that the Sunday School Convention 
authorized the issuance of a uniform 
system of lessons. The stock criticism 
of these lessons is that they are “frag- 
mentary” and of the kangaroo sort, 
jumping from place to place throughout 
the Bible. That may be true, yet by 
following the plan, the Bible as a whole 
is “covered” every few years. The Les- 
son Committee is one of the most im- 
portant of the International Council of 
Religious Education. Years before the 
lessons reach the individual schoo] they 
are selected by a committee composed 
of clergy and laymen, both American 
and British. Titles and Scriptures are 
selected and then referred to denomi- 
national publishers for speciai treatment. 

Our lesson material is still being re- 
vised and supplemented. In 1902, came 
the first graded lessons for Beginners. 
Later the graded lesson plan expanded 
to include special lessons for Primary 
and Junior age children. Since that 
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date there has been a continuous flow 
of special lesson material along the line 
of graded lessons, material adapted to 
meet the needs of boys and girls at each 
stage of their development. Some de- 
nominations issue their own special les- 
son material, particularly for use in adult 
classes. Many obstacles have had to be 
overcome where graded and special les- 
sons have been introduced. One of the 
most serious is that with every member 
of a family studying a different lesson 
there can be no family study period as 
is the case when all use the International 
Uniform Lessons. Be that as it may, the 
lesson material continues to expand and 
new courses to be introduced. But, with 
it pu, there is still more attention given 
the old International Uniform Lessons, 
which were born out of a need and 
which have filled that need for more 
than three-quarters of a century. 

During the 1870-1880 decade was in- 
troduced the first Cradle Roll, which 
brought about the departmentalization 
of the modern Sunday school. It was 
in 1877 that a baby’s name was inscribed 
in a special birthday book at the Cen- 
tral Baptist Sunday School, Elizabeth, 
N. J., under the heading, “Cradle Roll.” 
The teacher, Mrs. Alonzo Pettit, was 
humoring a small boy in the Infant 
Class who had brought a birthday penny 
for “our baby.” The idea of enrolling 
the names of infants as members of the 
Sunday school proved popular and 
spread to other schools. 

In 1927, when the Cradle Roll was just 
fifty years old, the writer circularized 
every Sunday school organization around 
the world in an endeavor to find 
out just how popular and practical it 
was. Most enthusiastic were the re- 
sponses, as one after another declared 
that the Cradle Roll was of the utmost 
importance in furthering the work, par- 
ticularly among the mothers. And so, 
as we contemplate our modern depart- 
mentalized Sunday school, we can truly 
say, “A little child shall lead them.” 

(To be continued) 
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Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 17 
2. A Christian Is Honest 
(Matt. 7:1-5; Rom. 13:13) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


N OLD adage, often attributed to 


Benjamin Franklin, states that 
“honesty is the best policy.” In the long 
run, this is true. But there may be 


times when seemingly, or for the mo- 
ment, honesty may appear to work a 
hardship, as, for example, when a mer- 
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chant refuses to make a misstatement 
about something he is selling and 
thereby loses the sale; or when, by be- 
ing dishonest in answering a question 
regarding an infraction of the law, you 
may be able to get yourself out of a 
tight place. 

However, the earnest Christian will 
want to be honest for a deeper reason 
than the fact that, even in the long run, 
honesty is the best policy. He will want 
to be honest because honesty and truth- 
fulness are right and just in themselves, 
whether they bring us good or ill. 

Se 

Unfortunately the Greek word trans- 
lated “honest” in Romans 13:13, one of 
our Scripture references for this topic, 
and in a number of other verses in our 
King James Version of the New Testa- 
ment, does not carry quite the mean- 
ing that we attach to the word “honest” 
in common usage’ today, although there 
is certainly a relationship. The Greek 
word in Romans 13:13 might be trans- 
lated more accutately as “decorously,” 
“becomingly,” “decently,” “in a seemly 
manner.” The thought here is that be- 
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lievers should walk becomingly and in 
a seemly manner as those who are iden- 
tified with Christ, and not as those who 
do not belong to Him, The English word 
“honest” originally was linked with the 
thought of honor and meant, “held in 
honor or respect; worthy of honor, be- 
fitting an honorable place or condition; 
hence, creditable, suitable, decent.” To- 
day, however, the word “honest” is gen- 
erally held to mean “characterized by 
integrity, fairness, straightforwardness; 
truthful, sincere, free from fraud or de- 
ception, genuine, full, unadulterated.” 
Whichever of these meanings we wish 
to attach to the word “honest” in con- 
sidering this week’s topic, we shall find 
abundant evidence in the Scriptures to 
support the fact that a follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ must be honest. 


yz 
A Christian must be honest in his 


thinking (Phil. 4:8). It is in our thoughts- 


that our words and deeds originate, and 
if we do not learn, under the direction 
of the Holy Spirit, to occupy our 
thoughts with that which is truthful and 
fair and sincere, then such unworthy 
qualities will also make their appear- 
ance in our acts and words, 
ve 

A Christian must be honest in his 
speech (Eph. 4:25, 29). Most of us know 
from experience how easy it is to be un- 
truthful, or not quite honest, in the 
things that we say. We see this ten- 
dency of the natural man, or old nature, 
cropping out even in little children. 
Almost instinctively we try to protect 
ourselves from blame or criticism by 
untruthfulness or by half truth. What 
harm has been done by a willingness to 
repeat that which we do not know to 
be true regarding another! Should we 
not also, in this connection, be on our 
guard, when asked for information, 
against giving out as fact that which we 
only surmise or suppose, but have not 
really verified? It may not be so com- 
plimentary to ourselves to say, “I do not 
know,” but oftentimes it is certainly 
more truthful. It is not without purpose 
that the psalmist prayed, “Set a watch, 
O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door 
of my lips” (Psa, 141:3), 

se 

A Christian must be honest in what 
he does. His actions often speak louder 
than his words (1 John 1:6; Psa. 86:11; 
Isa. 38:3; 1 Pet. 2:11, 12). We need the 
direction and teaching of the Holy Spirit 
and His enabling to walk before men 
and before God in truth; to be willing, 
as our Scripture verses from Matthew 
7 point out, to see the weakness and the 
failure and sin in our own lives, as 
God shows it to us, then to confess it 
to Him, to seek His forgiveness (1 John 
1:9), and then to go on in the strength 
that He supplies moment by moment as 
we yield our hearts and lives to Him, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Dally Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 11 to 17 


Mon.—Acts 21:35-40. 
The Stairway Pulpit. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Paul stood on 
the stairs, and . . . spake unto them in 
the Hebrew tongue.” As a Spirit-filled 
and Spirit-led man, Paul did, at all 
times and in all places, in the main, just 
the God-willed right thing. He preached 
to the Jews in their own language—and 
with what great effect the text tells 
(22:2). Are you making good use of 
your God-given “stairway pulpit” in 
your home, and at business? Let us all 
buy up our precious opportunities to 
witness for the Lord we love. Pray 
for the Gospel crusades being carried 
on in Japan. 


Tues.—Acts 22:24-30. 
Pride in Citizenship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This man is a 
Roman.” Citizenship is an honor among 
citizens. A man without a country is 
most unfortunate. And when a man or 
woman has citizenship in a land where 
Christianity is respected they have good 
reason for special thankfulness. Paul 
found it good and very beneficial to say 
that he was a Roman. It stood him in 
good stead in a time of peril. As a 
Christian you have reason to bless God 
that you are a citizen of the Kingdom 
of God and of your own land. Walk 
worthy of both honors. Pray for workers 
in French Equatorial Africa, 


Wed.—Acts 22:1-21. 
Personal Testimony. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My defence.” 
We can best defend our faith in, and 
labors for Christ when we have had an 
experience with the Lord, and have been 
obedient to His Word. In a word, when 
our witness fits into the Biblical pattern, 
we have a telling testimony. It is a 
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wonderful thing to be able to say, “Come 
and hear . . . what he hath done for my 
soul” (Psa. 66:16). Pray for workers in 
the Belgian Congo. 


Thurs.—Acts 26:19-32, 
Resisting the Gospel. 
PRAYER SucGcesTions: “Almost thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian.” 
Agrippa knew well what Paul was striv- 
ing for in his preaching. He made up 
his mind during the sermon that he 
would put off the matter of accepting 
Christ. As far as we know, that was 
Agrippa’s last opportunity to feej the 
tug of the Spirit upon his heart. 
Agrippa’s bloed was therefore on his 
cwn head. Be results what they may, 
let us be faithful in testifying the grace 
of God whenever we have opportunity. 
Pray for God’s servants on Formosa, 


Fri.—Galatians 2:15-21. 
For Christ’s Sake. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.” Paul had mar- 
velous, compelling reasons for living by 
“the faith of the Son of God.” His lov- 
ing, infinite, saving grace was the main- 
spring of all his passion for the glory of 
the Lord. Blessed are Christians who can 
say Galatians 2:20, from the heart. I 
remember Betty Stam saying this be- 
fore her martyrdom. Shall Christ be 
magnified in your life whether by life 
or by death? Pray for the Lord’s faith- 
ful servants in Ecuador. 


Sat.—2 Timothy 1:1-12. Unashamed. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A good con- 
science.” The answer of a good con- 
science before God, and the proofs of a 
righteous life before people will give 
you solid ground for boldness in the day 
of judgment. It seems clear that multi- 
tudes will be ashamed before the ‘Lord 
at His coming. There is nothing like 
daily reading of the Scriptures, and un- 
broken communion with the Lord by 
prayer to keep us alerted to the defile- 
ments about us, and the need for grace 
whereby to serve the Lord acceptably. 
Pray for God’s people in South India. 
Sun.—Psalm 27:1-7. Unafraid. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Whom shall 
I fear? The Lord is the strength of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 
The greatest need of the hour is great 


awareness of God. Saints and sin- gg 
ners need to be very conscious of »o 
God. The lack of the fear of God is 9™ 
the cause of the rise of wickedness, 

and also of the current weakness of ~0 


Christians in this 
world. 
shall never be afraid of man. 
be for us, who can be against us?” 
(Rom, 8:31.) “God with us” is our 
best comfort in trouble, and encour- 
agement in our witnessing work for 
Christ. Pray for God’s blessing upon 


Christian Cypriots. 


God-forgetting » 
If we fear God enough we > 
“If God a” 
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